










The Future of our Justice & Peace Commission

At a university chaplaincy discussion a young student 
said he defined God as the rediscovery of “WE”, the first 
person plural, in contrast to the “finger pointing YOU” of 
our culture and the individualistic egocentric “I”. The task of 
the Church therefore is to help us become “WE” together 
with the person of Jesus Christ. There is a Trinitarian, and 
social and political (and economic) depth to this idea of 
God as “WE”. The idea of the “People of God” developed 
at Vatican II has recently been stressed by Pope Francis. As 
the Year of Evangelisation draws to a close, it seems a brief 
time since the Second Vatican Council fifty years ago and 
as Pope Francis puts it we have not made much progress 
since then. It seems no time since the early members of 
the Leeds Diocesan Justice and Peace Commission met 
regularly in the Convent with the Sisters at Burley Road, 
often in the context of an evening Mass, to try and focus 
on the needs and sufferings of our Diocese and our world 
and work up a plan of priorities for practical and public 
action. Nor have the concerns evaporated, as refugees 
from conflicts continue to arrive in our Diocese, and the 
gap between the rich and poor widens. In the last forty 
years, the world is more global, more interconnected and 
now most people live in cities as urbanisation replaces 
agricultural societies. Yet as Pope Benedict reminded us 
in his pastoral letter, the paradox is that in the midst of 
huge cities “poverty is also isolation”. Issues of poverty, 
racism, shortage of affordable homes remain endemic. 
War machines continue to be developed and used. The 
deep challenges of justice and peace for all peoples more 
recently fused with an understanding of the need to 
sustain the integrity of creation remain ever present locally 
and globally and in our own neighbourhoods.

Significantly there is increasing public interest ecumen-
ically and much wider in the tradition of Catholic Social 
Teaching (or “Learning” as theologian Fr Pat O’Riordan 
puts it). In Leeds, the Workers Education Authority organ-
ised a public lunchtime lecture to explore the central 
key concepts of that teaching; “The Common Good” 
supported by the twin pillars of “subsidiarity” ( “make 
decisions as locally as possible”) and “solidarity” (“leave 
no person out”). For forty years Leeds Justice and Peace 
has organised and worked to address these challenges 
on behalf of and with our Church. A great “cloud of wit-
nesses”, living and dead, have dedicated much time and 
effort of themselves and their families to this work in our 
Diocese which we gratefully celebrate. 

In recent years the coordinator Shelagh Fawcett carried 
the work out ecumenically and into wider action projects 
giving the Church a practical presence. We now need to 
strengthen our local networks and develop our outreach, 
extending and intensifying our coordinating capacities 
(using for example social media) linking with other groups 
at parish levels and much wider, for example joining efforts 
to build up “community organising” and a sense of “we” 
as local citizens. Pope Francis is giving an inspiring lead; 

“The Church is or should go back to being a community of 
God’s people.. at the service of the people of God”, calling 
for a greater commitment by the Church to alleviate the 
social problems particularly of the young and the elderly. 
Acknowledging that addressing economic and political 
problems is largely the responsibility of governments and 
other secular institutions, he emphasises that such prob-
lems “also concern the Church, in fact the Church above 
all, because this situation wounds not only bodies but 
also souls” and Pope Francis provocatively reminds us that 
“people will not find Jesus by hanging out in first class 
lounges or in the library”.

John Battle, Chair Leeds Diocesan Justice & Peace 
Commission November 2013. 

Leeds Diocesan Justice & Peace working 
through the year with :

Peace Sunday	 CAFOD Fast Days

Fairtrade Fortnight	 Homelessness Week

Racial Justice Sunday	 One World Week

Prisoners Sunday	 Sea Sunday
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