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“TOWARDS A LISTENING CHURCH” CONFERENCE 18 FEB 2017 

Not only was this event a Leeds J&P Conference, it 
was also the place where we launched our Annual 
Review for 2016 and, on top of that, it was also an 
Open Networking Day of the National Justice & 
Peace Network (NJPN). As a result, not only were 
there people from across the Diocese, there were 
also people attending from across the country 
including Middlesbrough, Hallam, Liverpool, 
Birmingham, Plymouth and London dioceses. 
 
The day was unusual in another respect. In the last 
couple of years we have focussed our conferences 
on particular issues: The use of foodbanks, the 
Israeli Separation Barrier and so on. It is nearly a 
year since we helped the Las Casas Institute of 
Oxford University organise a conference about 
being ‘a church of the poor’ and what this might 
mean in 21st century UK. 
Given the febrile atmosphere in post-referendum 
UK and the election of Trump as US President we 
thought it was important to give time for us to 
reflect on who we listen to and how we listen. This 
resulted in a rather different way of organising the 
day.  
In the morning local actor Roger Harington 
provided the longest ‘input’ of the day by 
performing a solo piece of thought-provoking 
drama that covered all sorts of aspects of listening 
badly – but done in Roger’s usual very humorous 
style. 

 
Roger Harington listening badly 

Most of the morning was led by Tom Chigbo, the 
organiser for Leeds Citizens. He introduced people 
to the power of a key techniques used by Citizens 
Organising: the 1:1. 

 
Tom Chigbo in action 

 It involves sitting down and talking to another 
person! However, the power of it comes from what 
you discuss. It is about spending time 
understanding what it is that the other person is 
passionate about and what are the triggers that 
will make them do something.  So it is not a quick 
chat over a cup of tea after Mass, or catching 
someone at the end of a meeting. It is a deliberate 
arrangement to sit down with somebody to 
understand them better and for them to 
understand you better. 
Shortly after he moved to Leeds Tom was asked at 
Church one week if he would be interested in 
working with young people in the parish. He had no 
interest in doing this so he said ‘No’.  We are all 
busy people but often we make too many 
assumptions (young person interested in Church – 
must be interested in working with young people). 
We don’t take the time to get to know people 
properly and in the process we can easily miss the 
opportunity to involve people in something about 
which they are passionate. The energy generated 
in the room during these exercises was palpable – 
so much so that five minutes after the conference 
broke for a shared lunch the tables were still half 
full of people talking about what they had just 
done. 
 

http://www.leedsjp.org.uk/
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 THE GIRL EFFECT  by Sophie Aulton 

Sophie comes from Manchester 
but has seen the error of her ways 
and moved to the east side of the 
Pennines to do her Masters in 
Global Development at the 
University of Leeds and be a 
volunteer in the Leeds CAFOD  

Volunteer Centre. 

The Girl Effect is an initiative founded by the NIKE 
Foundation that aims to place women and girls at 
the centre of international development. Whilst 
there have been other movements with a view to 
improve gender relations within development, 
there has not been a movement that has been  

The afternoon session was introduced by Mike 
Love and Mary Brennan of the Leeds Poverty 
Truth Commission. They talked briefly about 
different levels of listening and the different 
results that can ensue.

 
The main part of the afternoon was spent in small 
groups in more traditional style, considering some 
questions about who we listen to and what we 
think good listening is like. Each of the tables in 
the room had a card in the shape of a giant piece 
of a jigsaw puzzle. People wrote down key points 
from their discussion on the pieces of card. 

 
At the end we took a little time for each group to 
say their key points before putting their piece of 
the jigsaw into the right place.  
 
 

 
Mollie Somerville reprises the main points from their table (while 
John Battle holds up their jigsaw piece) with the nearly complete 
jigsaw in the background 

A few people had noticed that there was 
something on the underside of their jigsaw piece. 
Nevertheless, for most people it was a surprise 
when (with some trepidation that it might all fall 
apart) the jigsaw of comments was completely 
turned around to  reveal a picture of St Benedict 
with his exhortation ‘Listen with the ear of your 
heart’. 

 
The day was very engaging for most people and 
gave them much to think about and do as they left 
to go back to their own church communities. 

http://www.leedsjp.org.uk/
mailto:jandp@dioceseofleeds.org.uk
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backed by a commercial enterprise such as NIKE. 

Although women’s equality has been on the 
international agenda since the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights in 1948, the idea of actual gender 
equality has struggled to make true ground in the 

development 
field. 

The Girl Effect 
focuses 
specifically on 
young women 
and girls within 
developing 
countries. 

According to financial institutions such as The World 
Bank, 'Investing in women is smart economics. 
Investing in girls - catching them upstream - is even 
smarter economics’. This is because with more years 
of education, women can have higher earning jobs, 
which will then be reinvested into their families. 
Studies now show that when women earn money or 
are given cash assistance, they are far more likely to 
use more of this money to help their families than 
men are. It is also shown that with women earning 
more within households, the women themselves as 
well as their children are healthier. This then 
inspires future generations of women to stay in 
education and support their own families, 

reducing the family’s overall dependence on 
charity and aid. This investment in girls is of vital 
importance as in many countries females are 
seen as vastly inferior to their male counterparts. 
This is not just restricted to pay and treatment 
within the work place as is experienced by many 
women across the globe. In the case of a lot of 
developing countries, from birth girls are seen as 
a drain on resources and a nuisance to their 
family. Simple acts such as getting sons 
vaccinated instead of daughters and only taking 
girls to hospital when it is necessary, and in a lot 
of cases too late, accounts for the statistic that in 
India, a girl under 5 is twice as likely to die as a 
little boy of the same age. It is estimated that 107 
million females are missing in the world, and 
every year 2 million girls will disappear because 
of discrimination against them.   

By singling out girls in developing countries, and 
raising the potential of females, there is the 
capacity to raise the expectations that families 
have of their female children. Investing in girls 
means that they can be seen as valued members 
of the communities they live within. Everyone in 
the world was made equal, it is essential that 
girls across the globe are aware of this fact and 
are given the opportunities they deserve.  

 

For more information on the Girl Effect see     www.girleffect.org 
For an exceptional book on the experiences of women across the globe read ‘Half the Sky’ by Nicholas 
Kristof and Sheryl Wu Dunn 
 

NONVIOLENCE: THE WITNESS OF OSCAR ROMERO AND 

THE NONVIOLENCE INITIATIVE OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Come and hear Bishop Kevin Dowling from South Africa and Pat 

Gaffney of Pax Christi UK share their thoughts about this important 

new initiative within the Catholic Church. 

Tuesday 25 April 7pm – 9pm at the Oxford Place Centre, Leeds LS1 3AX 

See our website for more details or book a place by putting ‘Nonviolence’ in the category field and 

‘Leeds’ in the location field on the front page of the Eventbrite website 

http://www.leedsjp.org.uk/
mailto:jandp@dioceseofleeds.org.uk
http://www.girleffect.org/
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THE NONVIOLENCE OF THE GOSPEL  by Carol Burns 

It’s difficult to talk about peace when daily on our 

televisions we see images of violence. Ones that 
come to my mind are the daily images of the 
damage to Aleppo, the aftermath of the Iraq war 
or the sight of violent men driving trucks into 
crowds. 
It’s easy just to feel fear and despair – what can we 
do?  It seems too big and overwhelming  
 
Pope Francis has described it as World War fought 
piecemeal: in the 20th Century we had the First and 
Second World War and now we’ve got a Third 
World War in instalments. However it also comes 
to mind that there must be a different way to deal 
with conflict - we need to give ‘peace a chance’, as 
the song says. In a deep place we know that our 
faith is challenging us to make a different response 
(as many people have done already ).  
 
This Peace Sunday Pope Francis has challenged us 
to embrace a nonviolent approach to politics. How 
do we deal with this challenge? Well, first, we 
need to look at the Gospels and how Jesus 
responded. Jesus did not fight back but he didn’t 
run away. He refused to hate. He prevented 
people from being violent, for example, preventing 
the stoning of the woman found guilty of adultery.  
 
We are all familiar with the reading in Matthew’s 
gospel where Jesus turns on its head the Old 
Testament teaching ‘an eye for an eye a tooth for 
a tooth.’ Instead Jesus says: ‘Do not resist one who 
is evil, but if anyone strikes you on the right cheek 
turn to him the other also’. This has always felt 
very passive and long suffering to me.  
 
However, reading the work of Biblical scholar 
Walter Wink proves to be quite a revelation.  He 
has researched the original Greek of the Gospel 
and his conclusion is that it should be translated 
as:  ‘Do not resist one who is evil with violence,’ - it 
doesn’t say ‘do not resist evil’.  
 
Turn the other cheek also has a much more  

complicated explanation. We need to understand 
the context that Jesus was teaching to very 
ordinary people such as shepherds and fishermen - 
not rich people, in the main. They might well have 
experienced someone hitting them on the cheek 
with the back of their hand, a cuff, from someone 
who was in authority, a Roman soldier or their 
boss. In such circumstances they could not afford 
to retaliate –but they could ‘turn the other cheek’. 
This would mean the violent person would be in a 
dilemma as the left cheek now offers the perfect 
target for a blow from the right fist. However, from 
the historical record we know that only equals 
fought with fists. This means that he would have 
had to use his left hand to hit the other person. 
But in 1st Century Palestine this would have been 
an unclean thing to do. So by turning the other 
cheek, you were taking a stand against violence 
rather than submitting to it. It is an active 
resistance and not a passive resistance. 
 
Pope Francis in his Peace Sunday message quotes 
Pope Benedict 

 “For Christians, nonviolence is not merely 
tactical behaviour but a person’s way of 
being, the attitude of one who is so 
convinced of God’s love and power that he or 
she is not afraid to tackle evil with the 
weapons of love and truth alone. Love of 
one’s enemy constitutes the nucleus of the 
‘Christian Revolution’”. The Gospel command 
to love your enemies (cf.Lk 6:27) is rightly 
considered the magna carta of Christian 
nonviolence. It does not consist in 
succumbing to evil…, but in responding to 
evil with good (cf.Rom12:17-21), and thereby 
breaking the chain of injustice”. 
 

There is no doubt this is a challenging message. For 
centuries the concept of the Just War, first in a 
religious context and then accepted as an ethical 
stance in the secular world, was the way we 
judged war. We thought we could make war fair 
and minimise violence , but now in the world of  

http://www.leedsjp.org.uk/
mailto:jandp@dioceseofleeds.org.uk
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nuclear weapons and violence in different parts of 
the world (a third world war in instalments), it 
ceases to make sense and creates a culture of 
acceptance of war. 
 
Another challenge is that nonviolence sounds 
negative and passive: we need to move to action. 
Working in a nonviolent way has to be orientated 
towards working for justice and change. Peace is 
not just the absence of violence  
So, the common response to such ideas is “it will 
never work”, “human nature is against it” and 
“people are naturally violent”. Such responses, 
however, deny the power of God in our lives and 
as people of faith we can never give up.  
 
There are many examples from past and present – 
people who were courageous and transformative: 

 St Martin de Tours is the first known 
conscientious objector in the 4th Century , 

 A modern day conscientious objector is 
Franz Jagerstatter who refused to be 
conscripted into the German Army in the 
Second World War 

 Blessed Oscar Romero was martyred 
because he challenged the men of violence 
in El Salvador. 

A great example of modern times is the revolution 
by candlelight at the Nickolai Kirche in Leipzig. 

 
 

In East Germany the Protestant Church 
provided a unique haven for independent 
citizens’ groups to meet beyond the control of 
the State.  At St Nicholas Church in Leipzig  

Pastor Christian Führer started regular ‘Peace 
Prayers’ in 1982 and the small group persevered 
despite harassment by the secret police.  In 1989 
widespread election fraud provoked furious 
demonstrations across the country. The East 
German Church Federation called for a democratic 
multi-party system, economic reforms, a free press 
and freedom to travel.  Thousands now attended 
Monday peace prayers in Leipzig, where they were 
urged to use nonviolence.  Tension was at its 
height on 9 October 1989, with thousands of extra 
Stasi police on the streets, and a bloody 
confrontation expected.  Three citizens’ leaders 
met Communist officials in private and agreed that 
if the protestors remained peaceful so would the 
police.  After the prayer service 70,000 unarmed 
people holding lighted candles marched through 
Leipzig.  It was a turning point.  Each week 
numbers increased as prayer services followed by 
protest demonstrations erupted all over the 
country.  On 4 November half a million marched in 
Berlin; on 8 November the entire Communist 
leadership resigned, and the following night the 
border between East and West was opened and 
the Berlin Wall came down.” 
Source: Ronald J. Sider, Nonviolent Action,  
Brazos Press, 2015, pp 95-100 
 
None of this is easy to put into practice. In the UK 
training of citizens in the techniques of nonviolent 
resistance is not on the agenda for Government. 
However, the messages of the Gospels are ones of 
nonviolent resistance to the injustices of this 
world. There are outstanding examples of people 
who have put these principles into action – they 
are just not widely known. It’s time that, as 
Christians, we started to build an alternative 
narrative of how to deal with conflicts. 
 
 It is going to be a long haul. 
 

This article is the text of a talk given by Carol Burns 
at St Benedict’s in Garforth on Peace Sunday 2017. 
The talk itself is available for download from our 
website as a four page A5 pamphlet. 

http://www.leedsjp.org.uk/
mailto:jandp@dioceseofleeds.org.uk
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REFLECTION -  

 

The biblical lifestyle is always a witness of resistance to the status quo in 
politics, economics, and all society. It is a witness of resurrection from 
death. Paradoxically, those who embark on the biblical witness constantly 
risk death - through execution, exile, imprisonment, persecution, 
defamation, or harassment - at the behest of the rulers of this age. Yet 
those who do not resist the rulers of the present darkness are consigned to 
a moral death, the death of their humanness. That, of all the ways of dying, 
is the most ignominious.    William Stringfellow 

ROMERO CENTENARY EVENT IN SHEFFIELD 

The Secret of Romero: Passion for God and Compassion for 
the Poor 

Thursday March 23 

St Marie’s Cathedral, Norfolk Row, Sheffield 

This talk is sponsored by the Archbishop Romero Trust and is being promoted by Hallam 
Justice & Peace Commission and CAFOD. 

Last year our Commission hosted a presentation of the Romero Lecture at the Cathedral’s Wheeler Hall. This year 
it is the turn of Hallam Diocese to host the event. 
The talk will be given by Sr. Martha Zechmeister CJ. Sr. Martha was born in 1956 in 
Austria and studied theology in Vienna. She was Professor of Fundamental Theology at 
the University of Passau 1999-2008.  
Since 2008 she has been Professor of Systematic Theology at the UCA (Central American 
University) in San Salvador and since 2012 director of the Master’s programme there. She 
is responsible for ‘Dean Brackley House’ a residence for scholarship students from 
extremely poor areas. Her main academic interests are: Political Theology, Latin 

American liberation theology and Ignatian spirituality.  

                                                                  
CAFOD LENT FAST DAY is Friday 10 March 2017 
This year CAFOD will be featuring the work of partner organisations from Zambia. 
As usual, CAFOD have a whole range of resources to help parishes mark this day and help them in their 
fundraising efforts. See the website section dedicated to this:- 
http://cafod.org.uk/Fundraise/Parish-fundraising/Fast-Day 
Or email Bronagh or Joanne on leeds@cafod.org.uk 

http://www.leedsjp.org.uk/
mailto:jandp@dioceseofleeds.org.uk
http://cafod.org.uk/Fundraise/Parish-fundraising/Fast-Day
file:///C:/Users/joe/Documents/Joe/Work-2014-onwards/CLIENTS/Client-JandP/Newsletters/leeds@cafod.org.uk
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WE NEED YOUR MONEY! 
Could you consider giving a regular amount to the Commission through a Standing Order?  Or send us 

a cheque?  Arrange a fundraising event? 

If only 20 people agreed to give us £10 per month using a Standing Order, it would cover almost a 

quarter of our ongoing expenses. 

We know that people in the Leeds Diocese are generous 

for all sorts of charitable giving. The role of the 

Commission is different to direct giving – but it is equally 

important. By raising awareness about Catholic Social 

Thought we seek to influence the ways in which parishioners interact with Governments and how they 

and other organisations work with the disadvantaged in our society and throughout the world – and 

how they look after God’s creation. Please help us. Compassion is vital, but without attacking unjust 

structures how will lasting change come about? 

 

Please see the donate section of our website or get in touch if you can help us.  

http://www.leedsjp.org.uk/donate/ 

 

 
ICON OF PEACE TOUR HAS STARTED 
The icon is currently at St.Theresa’s Church in 
Crossgates, John Henry Newman parish. 
 
It will also be going to the following communities: 
27 Feb – 05 Mar St Joseph’s Pontefract 

06 Mar – 12 Mar Wakefield Cathedral 

13 Mar – 19 Mar St Joseph’s Pudsey 

20 Mar – 26 Mar Skipton, Holy Trinity Church &                    
St.Stephen’s church 

27 Mar – 02 Apr Leeds, Holy Rosary Church 

03 Apr – 09 Apr Garforth, St Benedict’s parish 

10 Apr – 16 Apr Cottingley, Our Lady & St Joseph 
parish 

 
The icon installed on the altar at St.Theresa's Church in 
Crossgates ready to be welcomed at the 6pm mass 

EVENTS 

 
Feb 20 – Apr 16 

PAX CHRISTI ICON OF PEACE DIOCESAN ‘TOUR’ 
See the notice above and our website to find out where it is and where it is going.. 

http://www.leedsjp.org.uk/
mailto:jandp@dioceseofleeds.org.uk
http://www.leedsjp.org.uk/donate/
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Thu 02 Mar 

‘IN HARMS’ WAY’: STORIES FROM THE FRONTLINE OF PEACE-MAKING 
All Hallows Church 24 Regent Terrace, Leeds LS6 1NP 19:00 – 21:00 
Sarah Thompson, International Executive Director of Christian Peacemaker Teams is giving a 
public talk at All Hallows Church in Leeds. Hear about the fantastic and inspiring work that CPT 
is doing internationally. Sarah will be sharing stories about CPT’s international work as well as 
addressing issues around activism in the current international political environment 

 
Fri 03 Mar 

WOMENS’ WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
In 2017 the theme is ‘Justice’ and the suggested service has been prepared by Christian women 
from the Philippines. More information from:- 
http://www.wwdp.org.uk/day-of-prayer/?tab=#tabs-5 

 
Sat 04 Mar 

WHAT HOPE FOR US? RECOVERING CONFIDENCE IN THE NORTH 
Leeds Civic Hall, Calverley Street, Leeds, LS1 1UR 09:30 – 13:307 
This has been organised as a launch event for the Yorkshire regional JPIT- Joint Public Issues 
Team - an ecumenical grouping of the Baptist Union of Great Britain, the Methodist Church, the 
United Reformed Church and the Church of Scotland. They have agreed through this team to 
work together on issues of Justice and Inequality 

 
Fri 10 Mar 

CAFOD LENT FAST DAY 
Make a note of the date now so you can properly plan how you will mark it in your parish. This 
year CAFOD will be focussing on their work in Zambia. If you would like some assistance from 
the CAFOD office in planning something then please get in touch with them by emailing 
leeds@cafod.org.uk  

 
Thu 23 Mar 

ROMERO CENTENARY EVENT: “THE SECRET OF ROMERO: PASSION FOR GOD AND 
COMPASSION FOR THE POOR” 
7pm – 9pm St Marie’s Cathedral, Norfolk Walk, Sheffield 
See the detailed description in the newsletter 

 
Sat 25 Mar 

EYEWITNESS: SETTLER VIOLENCE IN THE SOUTH HEBRON HILLS 
7.30pm St Augustine’s, Harehills Road, Leeds LS8 5HR 
Ecumenical Accompanier Maria Huff has recently returned from South Hebron and will share 
some of her experiences there. 

 
Tue 25 Apr 

NONVIOLENCE: THE WITNESS OF OSCAR ROMERO & THE NONVIOLENCE INITIATIVE OF THE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH Oxford Place centre, Leeds LS1 3AU 19:00 – 21:00 
Bishop Kevin Dowling of South Africa and Pat Gaffney of Pax Christi UK share thoughts about 
this exciting new initiative in the Catholic Church. Please book a place using Eventbrite. 

 
Thu 04 May 

VIVIR BIEN: WORKING WITH COMMUNITIES TO SHAPE DEVELOPMENT IN BOLIVIA 
Leeds Trinity University, Brownberrie Lane, LS18 5HD 
This public lecture at LTU will be given by Nikki Evans, CAFOD’s programme manager for Bolivia 
(and featured in last month’s newsletter). She will be sharing experiences about the Andean 
concept of “vivir bien”, which is roughly translated as “living well”, and how organisations work 
with communities to ensure that they are shaping their own development in line with their own 
understanding of what that means. 

 

‘Like’ our page on Facebook and ‘follow’ us to help keep up to date with the key 
campaigns that the Commission is supporting. 

Please forward this E-News to anyone else who you think might be interested. Even better, get them to send us 
their email address so we can add them to our contact database. 

http://www.leedsjp.org.uk/
mailto:jandp@dioceseofleeds.org.uk
http://www.wwdp.org.uk/day-of-prayer/?tab=#tabs-5
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/
mailto:leeds@cafod.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/LeedsJusticeandPeace/

