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LIVESIMPLY EVENT PRODUCES REAL 
BUZZ 
By Joe Burns, Commission member 
 
Over 50 people gathered at Wheeler Hall on 
the Bank Holiday weekend Saturday to find 
out more about the LiveSimply award 
scheme. It was a hectic day with 3 different 
workshops in the morning. In the afternoon 
people chose to attend another three 
workshops (out of 6 offered). 

 
John Battle, Commission Chair, welcomes everyone 

 
LiveSimply asks parishes to draw up a plan of 
action for: 
· Living more simply 
· Living more sustainably 
· Living more in solidarity with those 
experiencing poverty 
 
Four parishes in the Leeds Diocese have 
already obtained the award with another 2 
working towards it. After today there will be 
a number of others parishes seriously 
considering taking up the challenge. 
 
As well as people from the existing 
LiveSimply parishes there were also 
participants from Christ the King and Holy 
Family in Bramley, St Joseph’s Pudsey, Mary 
Mother of God parish in Bradford, Newman 
parish in E Leeds, St Annes’ in Keighley, the  

Holy Rosary, Chapeltown, church community 
and people from the Good Shepherd church 
community in Mytholmroyd. 
 
Christine Allen, CAFOD Director, was with us 
for the day and in a short presentation gave a 
context for the award scheme and then went 
on to lead morning workshops about living 
simply and sustainably. 

 
Christine Allen, CAFOD Director, leads one of the morning 

workshops 

Francis Stewart, part of the CAFOD Theology 
team led another workshop about the 
underpinnings of LiveSimply – why should we 
see these sorts of action as stemming from 
our Catholic faith? 
 
The third morning workshop was led by 
Caroline Kelly, Head of the SVP Centre on 
York Road in Leeds, and she addressed the 
issues of those experiencing poverty. For 
some people ‘living simply’ isn’t a choice – 
they do not have the money to do otherwise. 
So how can a parish approach living simply in 
a way that includes everyone? 
 
The afternoon workshops were all geared 
around sharing ideas: what sorts of activities 
might encourage younger people to join in?, 
how do you get started?, how do you 
integrate the principles of LiveSimply into the 
liturgical life of the parish? and so on. 

http://www.leedsjp.org.uk/
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Caroline Kelly, SVP Centre Manager, leads a morning 

workshop 

Commission Chair, John Battle, summed up 
at the end. He thanked people for coming 
along in the first place and for the 
enthusiastic way in which they had 
participated in the day. He pointed out that 
this was the first event in the Diocese where 
we had brought together CAFOD supporters, 
SVP members, staff from Caritas Catholic 
Care, younger people and J&P supporters to 
discuss the links (written about by Pope 
Francis in Laudato Si) between climate 
change and how this impacts most on people 
experiencing poverty. 
 
 

 
Figure 1 Part of the exhibition showing what different 

parishes have done 

The organisation of this event was a real 
collaboration with the parishes that already 
have the award and St John Mary Vianney 
parish who are working towards it. The 
people involved are keen that this is not a 

one-off event. The organising group will be 
meeting again soon to review what we do 
with all the actions ideas coming out of this 
day and decide on the best way of following 
these up. 
 

 

 

  

What is stopping your parish from 
working towards the LiveSimply 

award? 

This award scheme has so much to 
recommend it! 

-it’s synodal – it will only work if people 
come together and decide together 
what will work for their parish 

-it’s inter-generational – from rainbows 
to luncheon clubs there is something 
that every age group in the parish can 
contribute 

-it encourages actions by individuals but 
also encourages the whole parish to 
engage with the activities. The scheme 
also encourages engagement with the 
wider community surrounding the 
church – we all share the same Earth! 

- it gives a practical dimension to 
Church teachings about ensuring 
people are treated with their God-given 
dignity and that we care better for our 
‘Common Home’ – the Earth. 

Email jandp@dioceseofleeds.org.uk if 
you would like to find out more 

Or contact the CAFOD worker for our 
diocese 

apowell@cafod.org.uk  

http://www.leedsjp.org.uk/
mailto:enews.jandp@dioceseofleeds.org.uk
mailto:jandp@dioceseofleeds.org.uk
mailto:apowell@cafod.org.uk
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80 YEARS ON, BRINGING THE STORY 

OF HIROSHIMA ALIVE TO OUR 

DIOCESE(S) 

Sean Morris, Commission member  

As a country, remembering war anniversaries 

has become a key part of our history. It is 

how we do that which is something I have 

been involved in for many years. 2025 is 

another prominent year for anniversaries – 

the 80th anniversary of the end of the Second 

World War, and a number of associated 

anniversaries. 

In August though, we will be considering the 

80th anniversary of an event that still 

resonates as much now as it did then – the 

atomic weapon attacks on the Japanese cities 

of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and the 

subsequent reminder of VJ Day. 

 

Sean is at the back on the left 

From 1999 to 2021 I was heavily involved in 

the Mayors for Peace organisation, first as a 

Leeds City Council officer in what was then 

known as the Peace and Emergency Planning 

Unit, and then as a Manchester City Council 

officer where I was the lead officer for 

Mayors for Peace in the UK, with Manchester 

a Vice President of Mayors for Peace. This 

organisation was set up by the Mayors of 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1984 to bring 

towns and cities together to call for a more 

peaceful world free of nuclear weapons, at a 

time when a nuclear attack looked very 

possible. It now closing in on having 8,500 

members in 166 countries. 

 

The Gingko Tree in Park Square, Leeds 

In those years, I was responsible for 

organising an annual peace ceremony, first in 

Park Square in Leeds, and then in Manchester 

Peace Gardens or Manchester Museum, 

which would commemorate the Hiroshima 

and Nagasaki atomic weapon attacks. I was 

also immensely fortunate to visit Hiroshima 

and Nagasaki every 4 years for the Mayors 

for Peace Executive and General Conference 

and saw how important August 6th and 

August 9th is to the people of the two cities, 

and to Japan in general, where the annual 

peace ceremonies are shown live on 

television every year. Around 20,000 people 

take part in each ceremony, including 

hibakusha (A-bomb survivors), the Prime 

Minister of Japan, the Mayor of both cities 

and the Secretary General of the United 

Nations.  

http://www.leedsjp.org.uk/
mailto:enews.jandp@dioceseofleeds.org.uk
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Talking about an attack that killed over 

200,000 people is always challenging. Talking 

about it in a challenging narrative over 

Japan’s role in the war makes it more 

challenging still. Talking about it 80 years on 

to generations of people who were not 

present at the time means it is important to 

put it into context with the world we 

currently live in. 

That is why the humble gingko seed can be so 

helpful in thinking about the futility of war, of 

the need for peace and of the importance of 

nature, God’s creation, in making us aware of 

our common humanity and how we need to 

try and preserve it, and the plants and 

animals we are privileged to share it with. 

When the atomic bombs hit Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki, what was most notable was the 

immense devastation that took place. As well 

as the human consequences, it looked like 

everything had been completely destroyed. 

Those who had survived wondered aloud if 

their cities could, or should, be ever rebuilt. 

Many assumed nothing could grow in them 

for 70 years or more.  

In spring 1946, the hibakusha in Hiroshima 

were amazed. Amongst a number of  

charred, blackened trees, green shoots of 

new life had suddenly sprung. People were 

overcome with emotion. Trees have a very 

spiritual role in Japanese culture – witness 

the popularity each spring of the beautiful 

‘sakura’ cherry blossom season across Japan. 

These new shoots of life gave the people of 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki the confidence that 

they could rebuild their lives and their cities 

again. In both cities, the peace memorials are 

surrounded by trees in beautifully manicured 

parks. 

Under the auspice of Mayors for Peace 

around the 70th anniversary of the attacks, 

the Mayor of Hiroshima instituted a 

programme of sharing seeds harvested from 

those mother trees as symbols of peace and 

regeneration. I received (in the post) twenty 

little gingko biloba seeds and thought 

through what to do with them. As I did a lot 

of work on climate change, with my 

colleagues we had the idea that we should 

make them a peace and climate project for 

local schoolchildren. Thus, ‘Project G’ was 

born. We encouraged young children to 

understand about what happened in 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki through art and 

poetry. Schools across the city received 

young trees (which were kindly grown for us 

at the Dunham Massey National Trust estate) 

and met with the Mayor of Hiroshima, met 

with survivors of the bomb, and met with 

children and grandchildren of the hibakusha 

as part of this project. 

 

Gingko peace trees that originate from 

Hiroshima are now in towns and cities across 

the country. And now we have the chance to 

bring the issues of peace and climate to our 

http://www.leedsjp.org.uk/
mailto:enews.jandp@dioceseofleeds.org.uk
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dioceses in the spirit of Pope Francis’s 

‘Laudato Si’. Working with Green Legacy 

Hiroshima, we now have a number of seeds 

growing in the beautiful ‘Laudato Si’ garden 

in the Salford Diocese, who will nurture them 

over the next few years. We want to engage 

with our schools and parishes to nurture 

interest in peace and climate across the 

dioceses of Leeds and Salford, using these 

important symbols of natural regeneration to 

embrace God’s creation and the need for 

peace within it. 

 

We are working up an education and 

practical programme that will go with it, 

linking in with Pax Christi England and Wales, 

and we will be calling for parishes and 

schools to become involved in it shortly. We 

encourage you to consider getting involved 

with it. We can bring out the positive lessons 

of peace that Hiroshima and Nagasaki have 

dedicated themselves too as cities touched 

by the devastation of war. We know the 

importance of protecting our environment as 

Pope Francis taught us through Laudato Si. 

Do stay connected with us as this exciting 

project develops for future news of how you 

can nurture peace and climate trees in the 

diocese. And think of hosting your own 

events to remember all those who are 

victims of war this August.  

++++++ 

JUBILEE DEBT CAMPAIGN 

By Angela Powell, CAFOD Hallam & Leeds 

CAFOD is part of a worldwide Caritas 

campaign this year calling for action on the 

global debt crisis. There is a petition that is 

being signed in 160 countries, calling on 

world leaders to take urgent steps in this 

Jubilee Year. You can sign the petition 

at cafod.org.uk/debtpetition and also invite 

others in your parish to sign by ordering 

paper copies at cafod.org.uk/cancelthedebt 

 

As part of CAFOD’s parish materials there is a 

letter from Father Charlie Chilufya, a priest 

based in Kenya, to parishioners in England 

and Wales. In the letter Father Charlie 

explains the impact that the debt crisis is 

having on the Kenyan people, since Kenya is 

spending five times on repaying foreign debts 

as it spends on hospitals and schools. 

Want to get involved or want to find out 
more about this? 

Simply email 
jandp@dioceseofleeds.org.uk 

and we will get in touch to answer any 
questions, or come and talk to you about 
having a gingko ‘Tree of Hope’ in your 
parish or school.  

Once they are over 3 years old the 
saplings are robust and do not need a lot 
of care and attention. The Commission is 
also looking to provide some 
interpretation boards and will be working 
with Pax Christi to do this. 

Equally, email us if you would like to do 
something to commemorate the victims 
of the atomic bombings and we will put 
you in touch with people who can help. 

http://www.leedsjp.org.uk/
mailto:enews.jandp@dioceseofleeds.org.uk
http://cafod.org.uk/debtpetition
http://cafod.org.uk/cancelthedebt
mailto:jandp@dioceseofleeds.org.uk
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“Families are foregoing medical care and 

children are losing access to quality 

education.” 

Pope Francis spoke about the debt crisis and 

the need for action in the Jubilee Year many 

times in the last year of his life. Join parishes, 

schools and the whole Catholic community to 

respond to his call, 

at cafod.org.uk/cancelthedebt. 

++++++ 

SVP - IN-WORK POVERTY REPORT - 

MAY 2025 

By Gina Cavanagh, ENews Editor 

Despite historically high employment rates, 

in-work poverty has been rising steadily in 

the UK for nearly two decades. This reality 

challenges the assumption that work alone is 

a reliable route out of poverty. 

The St Vincent de Paul Society (SVP) has seen 

a significant increase in working individuals 

and families seeking support across England 

and Wales. Through our eleven regional 

centres and over 800 local volunteer groups, 

many in areas of high deprivation, the SVP 

provides essential frontline services. These 

include access to food, white goods, energy 

and debt advice, and help with transport 

costs, all tailored to local needs. 

This report offers a unique and grounded 

perspective on in-work poverty, combining 

lived experience from the SVP’s grassroots 

network with national data and analysis. A 

survey of SVP members and advisers 

conducted over the past year reveals that in-

work poverty is a complex and evolving issue. 

It disproportionately 

affects certain demographics such as part-

time workers, single-parent families, and 

those in precarious or low-wage sectors like 

hospitality and support services. 

Three key findings emerged from the SVP’s 
research: 
1. While anyone can experience in-work 
poverty, the highest risk groups are 
households with children, single parents, and 
those relying solely on part-time work. 
2. There is no single cause. Low pay, high 
living costs, childcare and caring 
responsibilities, health issues, housing costs, 
and insecure employment all contribute to 
in-work poverty. 
3. Affected individuals often face stark daily 
choices between food, heating, and rent. 
Many fall behind on bills, rely on foodbanks, 
and suffer from poor mental health, even 
while employed. While the SVP’s work on the 
ground can mitigate some of the impacts, we 
recognise the importance of tackling the 
structural causes leading to in-work poverty.  
 
The report concludes with practical, 
evidence-based policy recommendations 
aimed at creating lasting, preventative 
The report concludes with practical, 
evidence-based policy recommendations 
aimed at creating lasting, preventative 
solutions to tackle in-work poverty across the 
UK. 

Read the Full report by downloading it from the 
SVP website  

https://svp.org.uk/ 

http://www.leedsjp.org.uk/
mailto:enews.jandp@dioceseofleeds.org.uk
http://cafod.org.uk/cancelthedebt
https://svp.org.uk/
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CONVERSATIONS ABOUT 
NONVIOLENCE 
By Carol Burns, Leeds Diocese Pax Christi 
 
At a packed Wheeler Hall on Saturday 17th 
May, Mahmoud Zwahre, a Palestinian activist 
from the West Bank, currently a scholar at 
Coventry University, spoke both eloquently 
and passionately about his experience of 
non-violent – or ‘unarmed’ – resistance in the 
West Bank. He has been active in the area 
south of Bethlehem – and some of the areas 
featured in the recent Louis Theroux 
documentary. After a contribution from 
Andrew Rigby, Emeritus Professor of Peace 
Studies at Coventry University, there were 
buzz groups and then questions to the both 
of them. 
 

 

Everyone in the audience was sympathetic to 
the injustices that are imposed on 
Palestinians by the Israeli Government. 
Consequently, the questions focussed on 
what we could do to show solidarity and 
what brings Palestinians Hope for the future, 
given the current circumstances.  

Mahmoud thought the Israeli Government 
were surprised and concerned by the level of 
global support for Palestine since October 
2023. He urged people in this country to keep 
demonstrating in large numbers. His main 

source of Hope is that, after 77 years since 
the creation of Israel and despite the slow 
erosion of Palestinian land, the Palestinians 
are still occupying some of it and still have a 
distinctive culture. 

 

They both made the point that violence only 
leads to more violence. Equally, Mahmoud 
said that by using violence ‘you lose some of 
your humanity’. 

Andrew was more cautious. In his view , 
nothing was going to change until the USA 
government decided that things should 
change – and with Trump as President it was 
very difficult to predict how events might 
change things on the ground. 

 

This was a partnership event between SPARK 
Social Justice the Leeds Palestinian Film 

Festival. 

  

Mahmoud showed a short film which can 
be viewed using this link 
https://youtu.be/NVY_V4NW0VI?si=drAvZ
ZPOYdstBRuK 

http://www.leedsjp.org.uk/
mailto:enews.jandp@dioceseofleeds.org.uk
https://youtu.be/NVY_V4NW0VI?si=drAvZZPOYdstBRuK
https://youtu.be/NVY_V4NW0VI?si=drAvZZPOYdstBRuK
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EVENTS 
 

 
Sat 31 May 

Leeds Diocese Jubilee Year Laudato Si Mini-Pilgrimage to Kirkstall Abbey 
Beginning with the 12Noon Mass at Leeds Cathedral, pilgrims will walk along the 
Leeds and Liverpool canal towpath to Kirkstall Abbey. Please sign up by 
contacting communications@dioceseofleeds.org.uk with your name, parish and a 
mobile number! 
 

 
Wed 04 Jun 

A Celebration of Laudato Si – a Zoom meeting with Austen Ivereigh 
Online 7pm – 8:30pm 
All are welcome to join the Northern Dioceses Environment Group and the Southern 
Dioceses Environment Network for this evening Zoom. Book a place by using this 
link https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/a-celebration-of-laudato-si-tickets-
1364006483109?aff=oddtdtcreator 
 

 
Fri 25th – 

Sun 27 Jul 

National Justice & Peace Network Annual Conference: Just Peace 
The Christian Conference Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire 
A weekend exploring peace with keynote speakers (including Dr Rowan-Williams) and 
workshops covering a range of aspects of Just Peace but challenging the inevitability of 
violence. If you are 30 or under then SPARK Social Justice has a limited number of 
sponsored places. See the NJPN website for details of this event and how to book:- 
https://www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/conference/ 
 

 
06 Aug & 

09 Aug 

Remembering the Hiroshima and Nagasaki Bombings 
Is there a way that you could mark these anniversaries in your worship during this 
week? If you want to attend a commemoration event, then there are events at Park 
Square in Leeds and there is usually one at Norfolk Gardens in Bradford. 
 

 
01 Sep – 04 Oct 

Season of Creation 
The theme in 2025 of this season of the Church’s Year is ‘Peace with Creation’. 
Use the link to find out more and think about what you might do in your community to 
celebrate this season. 
https://seasonofcreation.org/ 
 

 
Sat 06 Sep 

NDEG ‘Pilgrims of Hope’ pilgrimage from Leeds Cathedral to Kirkstall Abbey. 
This is a ‘save the date’ notification for the next Northern Dioceses’ Environment Group in-
person meeting. The idea is to meet up at Leeds Cathedral, walk down to the Leeds and 
Liverpool canal and then walk along the towpath to get to Kirkstall Abbey (about 4 miles in 
total) and do it as ‘Pilgrims of Hope’. More details to follow soon – but put it in your diary 
now if it sounds of interest. It will essentially be a repeat of the 31 May mini-pilgrimage 
detailed above 
 

 
Please forward this email E-News onto anyone else who you think might be interested. Even 
better, get them to send us their email address so we can add them to our contact database. 

http://www.leedsjp.org.uk/
mailto:enews.jandp@dioceseofleeds.org.uk
mailto:communications@dioceseofleeds.org.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/a-celebration-of-laudato-si-tickets-1364006483109?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/a-celebration-of-laudato-si-tickets-1364006483109?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/conference/
https://seasonofcreation.org/

