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ST VINCENT'S CENTRE LEEDS 
WELCOMES REFUGEES 
By John Battle, Commission Chair 
 
It's again peak channel crossing time for small 
boats carrying desperate asylum seekers 
from the coast of France. This week violence 
broke out just offshore between rival groups 
of Kurdish, Afghani and African smugglers in 
attempts to take over leaving boats. Reports 
of " overwhelming numbers" dominate media 
coverage. 
 
Internationally, here nationally and locally 
the Catholic Church has a long, highly 
respected and valued contribution to 
supporting migrants, asylum seekers and 
refugees. In 2004 The Vatican published " The 
Love of Christ Towards Migrants" stressing 
the " ministry of welcome". In 2006 our 
Catholic Bishops issued " Mission of the 
Church to Migrants" opening with the words" 
Across the country in all our Dioceses we have 
migrants from nearly every continent in the 
world adding people and vibrancy to our 
parishes. We the Bishops are calling for a 
more visible culture of welcome hospitality 
and solidarity with our migrant sisters and 
brothers". 
 
In 2016 our Diocesan Justice and Peace 
Commission produced " Welcome the 
Stranger" a handbook of what that means in 
practice.  
Bishop Marcus contributed an encouraging 
spiritual introduction.  
 
With Catholic Care, the Commission set up 
what has become the St Monicas Housing 
Trust - two houses providing support and 
refuge for single asylum seeking women " 
with no access to public funds". More 
recently the Catholic bishops Conference has 
issued " Love the Stranger" setting out 

Catholic social teaching on migration and 
refugees and underlining Pope Francis's 
constant emphasis that " every migrant has a 
name, a face and a story" that we cannot 
reduce to numbers 

 
Moreover, we are reminded of Leviticus19 
that we should " love the stranger as 
ourselves as we too were strangers in 
Egypt"., a message with the loudest echo in 
our islands in which we historically are all 
migrants as modern DNA illustrates. A visit to 
the Kent Huguenot Museum reveals the small 
boat refugees from religious persecution in 
France which included the family Farage! 

 
In Practice our parishes are places of 
welcome. The contribution of Catholics to 
supporting migrants and refugees in our 
Diocese is quietly understated. Asylum 
seekers put in hotels are visited and helped 
to resettle as refugees in our neighbourhoods 
with visits and practical material support not 
least by members of the SVP parish 
conferences. The St Vincent's Centre in Leeds 
is a major support base providing practical 
assistance, regular teams of volunteer hotel 
visitors and led by the education and refugee 
coordinator, Julie, delivering the city's free 
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educational ( including ESOL) support and 
asylum and refugee advice and referral. 
 

 
The St Vincent's Centre on York Road, Leeds 

Recently, a well-attended open " briefing 
session" on asylum and refugees was 
organised there to challenge the myths and 
misinformation starting again to dominate a 
media approach addicted to alarming rather 
than informing. Notably, around the city 
graffiti is appearing " Illegals are criminals" 
echoing the Trump tropes. 
Clarifying the difference between migrants 
(immigrants and emigrants who come and go 
worldwide and mostly in the global South) 
and those forced out of their homes to seek 
refuge is crucial. Notably most fleeing 
conflicts violence or persecution become 
"internally displaced persons" within their 
own country. (over half of the 118 million 
forcibly moved in 2024). 
 
Recently, those fleeing are from Syria, 
Ukraine, Afghanistan and Sudan. The main 
historical countries have been Iran, Turkey, 
Germany, Russia, Pakistan and Uganda, who 
each took in between 4 and 2 million asylum 
seekers. 
 
In 2023 the UK received 500,000 legal 
immigrants (in a total population of 69.1 
million) , the post Brexit " Boris-bounce". Last 
year immigration added 350,000. 

But too often the language of legal legitimate 
migration slips into the loose term " illegal" 
migrants. 
 

 
 
The UNCHR opposes this damaging 
description recommending the term 
"Irregular " migration pointing out ( as does 
Catholic social teaching) that defining people 
as " illegal " denies their basic humanity. 
What's more people can become irregular in 
numerous ways ( and through no fault of 
their own) that are not " criminal", such as 
overstaying work permits or educational 
visas , not possessing proper or updated 
documentation, historical lack of paperwork 
(cf Windrush generation). 
 
"Irregulars", contrary to the Trump language, 
are not all criminals, terrorists or disease 
carriers. Moreover, the recent Trump ban on 
migrants from primarily 12 African countries 
blocks any refugees among others from 
Afghanistan, Eritrea or Sudan applying to 
enter America, totally undermining the UN 
1951 Refugee Charter. 
 
Closer to home, harsher migrant entry and 
refugee application rules (not to mention a 
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bureaucratic backlog) are compounded by an 
arbitrary system of a very few " safe routes" . 
There have only been secure access routes 
for refugees applying recently from Syria, 
Hong Kong and Ukraine who make up the 
majority of refugees coming into the Uk and 
are the only legal routes. 
 
All other irregular migrants including asylum 
seekers who apply to become refugees and 
those granted asylum and "leave to remain", 
in total only adds up to 0,6% of the UK 
population. 
In other words, the UK takes far less refugees 
than other European countries and far less 
than neighbouring poor countries in Africa. 
Our contribution of welcoming the desperate 
stranger is presently far exaggerated. 
Changing the perceptions generated by 
negative exclusionary language to one of 
welcome, hospitality, solidarity and 
celebration to be practiced in our parishes is 
now a priority challenge and judging by the 
positive response at St Vincent's, 
encouragingly, our Church is prepared to 
continue to lead. 

++++++ 

RECLAIMING HISTORIES: SLAVERY, 
RACE AND THE CHURCHES 
By Kathy Shaw, SPARK Project Manager 
 
This was a day event jointly funded by the 
Centre for Religion and Public Life at the 
University of Leeds, Leeds Church Institute 
and United Society Partners in the Gospel 
Aims: 
The event aimed to promote deeper learning 
and discussion about racism within churches, 
considering the impact of the transatlantic 
slave trade and the contemporary context of 
the Black Lives Matter movement. 

 
History and Legacy 
The documentary film “After the Flood” 
shown at the start of the day explored the 
history of slavery specifically focussed on the 
transatlantic slave trade, the neglect of 
slavery in British Christian history and the 
lasting impact on attitudes about race today. 
The film explored biblical justifications used 
to support slavery and the concept of 
whiteness, looking at how this influenced 
racism and the need for reconciliation today. 
Some interesting historical facts emerged, 
such as how the laws in Barbados replaced 
Christian to white which became a legal 
status to justify the enslavement of Africans 
and their descendants. Missionary work was 
politically desirable, and slavery was seen to 
be sanctioned and justified by the Bible. 
Being pro slavery was a natural part of 
society, but people wanted it to be more 
acceptable. Reformers initially wanted a 
more Christian version of slavery, not to seek 
their freedom but to make slaves more 
compliant, a system that required reforming 
not abolishing. 
 
The missionary arm of the Church of England, 
the Society for the Propagation of the 
Christian Religion in Foreign Parts (SPG), 
inherited three sugar estates in the 
Caribbean. The plantation was run for the 
Church by professional planters, but its 
profits went to the missionary group. Slaves 
working on the estate were branded on their 
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chests with the word “society”. In the 18th 
Century, Britain was responsible for over 2.5 
million of the 6 million slaves transported. Of 
these slaves that British slave traders bought 
or sold, around 300,000 did not survive the 
journey across the Atlantic. 
 

 
The Slavery Abolition Act of 1833 outlawed 
slavery within the British Empire, 
emancipating over 800,000 enslaved 
Africans. However, this abolition was 
achieved through a compromise: the British 
government agreed to compensate slave 
owners for the loss of their “property” 
(enslaved people). In 1834 a sum of £20 
million (approximately £1,958 million in 2022 
prices) was allocated for this purpose, and 
payments were made to slave owners. 
This still did not bring freedom but a brutal 
system of ownership where slaves became 
low waged apprentices, legally free but 
having to work two thirds of the week for 
their former slave owner. If they left the 
plantation they could be imprisoned. 

 

A legacy of unjust systems and disadvantage 
continues; institutional racism, lack of 
representation and inclusion. This was a 
continuing theme in small group discussions 
and a well informed plenary panel and asking 
the question of how a black Christian makes 
sense of the white narrative which was used 
to justify slavery. An uncomfortable truth 
emerges when the history of Christian slavery 
is explored in terms of unlearning racism to 
identify who still has the power and 
continues to benefit. 
In a debate in 2006, the General Synod of the 
Church of England voted to issue an apology 
for their role in sustaining the slave trade. An 
apology is part of the process of 
reconciliation but many British and European 
firms and their predecessors “drank from the 
well of Caribbean slavery”, said historian 
Prof. Sir Hilary Beckles who is vice-chancellor 
of the University of the West Indies. In 2020 
he called on British firms to fund 
development projects in the Caribbean. 
“Unfortunately, one cannot go back and 
remake the history, but you can make 
atonement: it is not enough to make your 
apology as a public spectacle, it is not enough 
to present it as public relations exercise,” 
This film is available through the Movement 
for Justice and Reconciliation who funded the 
production, more details 
here https://www.mjr-uk.com/ 

 
I felt this film was a starting point for 
reflection and conversations about 
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unlearning racism within a Church or youth 
setting, but was a narrative led by white 
voices. There was a lack of black scholars, 
academics and activists to lead on these 
debates and perhaps a missed opportunity to 
focus on how and when we start to dismantle 
this legacy. I was left feeling, “and now 
what?” 
 
Leeds Church Institute 
The afternoon started with Dwayne 
Hutchinson from LCI introducing the work of 
Churches Against Racism, a positive, uplifting 
and well-informed input. Black clergy shared 
their theological and personal experiences. 
Black academics presented how faith and 
race informed their framework of reference. 
These presentations and contributions from 
those around the room had a deep and 
lasting impact. To listen to lived experiences 
and the pain that is carried through the 
generations lifted this conference out of the 
ordinary and into a challenge to think and 
act differently. It gave SPARK a profile with a 
largely new group of people and some useful 
personal contacts were made and will be 
followed up. 
There are a number of resources from LCI 
and UPSG and if you want to discuss anything 
from this paper just email me at 
sparks.jandp@dioceseofleeds.org.uk . 
Can the State/Church have a prophetic voice 
if it is part of the establishment? 
  
To explore the duality of the secular impact 
on Christianity a book by Walter Brueggeman 
“The Prophetic Imagination” was 
recommended by some attendees. 
 
And Finally! 
There were a number of facts I knew 
intellectually but still resonate with me after 
the event… 

– Indigenous and native people never see 
themselves as being “discovered” or ask to 
be offered the truth of Christianity 
– Slave owners had the power to order the 
world and through this lens all the natural 
resources were harnessed to be productive, 
but only a select portion of humanity 
benefitted 
– Being a Christian, of any denomination 
didn’t automatically lead to being an 
abolitionist or change the material aspects of 
slave ownership for many generations. 
Rather, the Bible was used to dehumanise 
and justify the trade and profits. 

++++++ 
 

CLIMATE CHANGE 2000 - 2025 
By David Jackson former Laudato Si Animator 
contact person 
Before 2011 themes Pope Francis described 
in ‘Laudato Si’ in 2015 as ‘Care for our 
Common Home’ played background music in 
many of our lives. Many ‘loved’ nature, the 
countryside, birds, flowers, gardened, grew 
veg. CAFOD/J&P were an accepted part of 
parish life. Slowly we heard of the threats of 
man-made climate change. Climate change at 
home and its increasing impact on the poor 
in developing countries started to impact. It 
dawned that Christians needed to address 
and try and halt the damage we were all 
doing to the planet and its peoples. 
 
Christians began to make connections 
between the natural world and the presence 
there of the Divine – of God. They asked: 
what is the connection between love of Jesus 
in the Eucharist and in creation? Should our 
Church be linking these more explicitly?   
In 2015, Pope Francis issued his letter 
‘Laudato Si, ‘Care For Our Common Home’. It 
fell on fallow ground for increasing numbers 
of Catholics. 
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Ten years on and Catholics realise we face a 
growing threat to our planet and that the cry 
of the earth must be linked to hearing the cry 
of the poor. 
Does our experience of worship, community 
and mission in the parish mirror that 
awareness and provide ways forward? Yes 
and no!   

 
DEVELOPMENTS 2000 – 2025   

• The Diocese produced an 
‘Environmental Policy’ in 2019 but no 
programme for implementation.  

• CAFOD and a J&P Climate Action 
Group were active in promoting 
awareness for action on behalf of 
climate justice – both centrally and at 
parish levels – e.g. CAFOD’s ‘Living 
Simply’ scheme.   

• In 2023/4 the Diocese agreed to 
appoint an Environmental Officer, but 
an appointment has been delayed 
due to financial constraints. The J&P 
Climate Action Group has members in 
the Curial Environmental Group.   

• From 2020 to 2024 the Diocese had 
a Laudato Si Animator contact person, 
linking the diocese with a UK network 
of animators. This post remains 
vacant. 

 
WHAT MUST WE DO NOW?  

• To recognise that ‘Laudato Si’ 
aspirations have not translated into 
effective coordination of the many 

disparate Diocesan efforts at parish 
and central levels to do so. Energies 
and resources to insert the messages 
of Laudato Si into the blood stream or 
DNA of the diocese must  be 
redoubled.  

• Our liturgy, the love of Jesus in the 
Eucharist has been linked 
insufficiently to love of Creation.   

• Most clergy need the support in 
coming to regard Laudato Si issues as 
a fit topic for the pulpit. The hope is 
that a synodally shaped Church might 
provide ways to do so.   

• Parish communities must be 
encouraged to set up Laudato Si or 
‘Green Groups’.   

 
• Parishes must be encouraged to use 

existing resources: from the Northern 
Diocesan Climate Network, CAFOD, 
J&P Climate Action Group, and many 
more.    

 
++++++ 

 

RERUM NOVARUM TO POPE LEO XIV 
by John Battle May 2025  
 
One of Pope Leo’s actions at his first mass as 
Pope was to hold up a copy of Rerum 
Novarum, published by his predecessor, Pope 
Leo XIII. 
 
After the Consecration the phrase “together 
in the FULLNESS of charity” crops up. I have 
been trying to discern what does that 
“fullness of charity” mean in practice in our 
context? It goes much further than generous 
welfare action, charitable giving to those 
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evidently in need or direct assistance. Pope 
Francis radically challenged us to realise that 
we are ‘not in an “epoch of change” but 
rather in a more fundamental “change of 
epoch”. We really are in “new times” as the 
title of “Rerum Novarum” (changed from 
early drafting of “The Dignity of Labour and 
Workers Rights”) means. 

 
The current crisis obliges us to replan our 
journey, to set ourselves new rules and to 
discover new forms of commitment, to build 
on positive experiences and to reject 
negative ones. The crisis thus becomes an 
opportunity in which to shape a new vision of 
the future.” (paragraph 21) 
Reviewing “Rerum Novarum” for the Dublin 
Review, Cardinal Manning wrote: The 
Church’s contribution throughout the 
centuries through its communities, parishes, 
monasteries, orders and charitable 
institutions have long supported the needs of 
the people often prior to and in absence of 
default of state and powers. Once again, the 
Church in practice picks up the pieces! Plus ca 
change! 
 
Significantly, “Rerum Novarum” recognises 
the importance of the contribution of the 
Church and its lay institutions to supporting 
civil society and social well-being;  

“The efficacy of Christian institutions is 
marvellous and manifold … there is no 
intermediary more powerful than religion, 
where the Church is the interpreter and 
guardian, in drawing the rich and working 
class together by reminding each of us of its 
duties to the other and especially of the 
obligations of justice”. 
Pope St John Paul II in his encyclical 
“Centisimus Annus” on the anniversary of 
Rerum Novarum stressed the need for 
breaking out of the state- market binary 
model insisting on the need to include and 
integrate civil society organisations. 
 
We need to “re-member” and reclaim the 
theological concept of “the fullness of 
charity” which cannot be reduced to “helping 
the poor”. We are called, as Pope Francis 
reminds us in his last encyclical letter, “to 
work for a new humanity rooted in the love 
of Christ” (“Dilexit Nos”). 
 

 
  

This article is composed of extracts 
from a speech that John gave at the 
National Catholic Charities 
Conference in May 2025 at Church 
House in London. 

You can read the full text, which 
connects Rerum Novarum to our 
own Diocese (!) by following this 
link to the online article containing 
it:  

https://www.leedsjp.org.uk/2025/0
5/24/24-may-from-rerum-
novarum-to-pope-leo-xiv-via-leeds/ 
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EVENTS 
 

 
Thu 26 Jun 

Justice and Solidarity: Prioritising the Poor in Climate Solutions 
Online via Zoom – organised by Operation Noah 
Join Operation at 1pm for the third in a lunchtime webinar series exploring how 
Catholic Social Teaching can guide climate investments, with inspiration for 
supporting a sustainable future. Use this link to register and receive the Zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/VwR39orQQdGj31txedQ-
vw#/registration 
 

 
Wed 09 Jul 

The Climate Coalition Mass Lobby of Parliament 2025 
LONDON 
Join CAFOD supporters from across the country (as well as loads of other 
organisations) to lobby Parliament to keep up the pressure for more action on 
Climate Change. Follow the link for more details: 
https://cafod.org.uk/news/campaigning-news/join-us-for-the-mass-lobby-of-
parliament 

 
Fri 25th – 

Sun 27 Jul 

National Justice & Peace Network Annual Conference: Just Peace 
The Christian Conference Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire 
A weekend exploring peace with keynote speakers (including Dr Rowan-Williams) and 
workshops covering a range of aspects of Just Peace but challenging the inevitability of 
violence. If you are 30 or under then SPARK Social Justice has a limited number of 
sponsored places. See the NJPN website for details of this event and how to book:- 
https://www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/conference/ 
 

 
06 Aug & 

09 Aug 

Remembering the Hiroshima and Nagasaki Bombings 
Is there a way that you could mark these anniversaries in your worship during this 
week? If you want to attend a commemoration event, then there are events at Park 
Square in Leeds and there is usually one at Norfolk Gardens in Bradford. 
 

 
01 Sep – 04 Oct 

Season of Creation 
The theme in 2025 of this season of the Church’s Year is ‘Peace with Creation’. 
Use the link to find out more and think about what you might do in your community to 
celebrate this season. 
https://seasonofcreation.org/ 
 

 
Sat 18 Oct 

Caritas Catholic Care Day of Reflection 
Hinsley Hall – timings to be confirmed 
Following the success of the initial Day of Reflection held in 2024 Caritas are holding 
another one – timings and programme to be confirmed. 

 
Please forward this email E-News onto anyone else who you think might be interested. Even 
better, get them to send us their email address so we can add them to our contact database. 
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