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Have a Religious Experience on the
Leeds & Liverpool Canal!

By Joe Burns, Commission member

The Northern Dioceses Environment Group
(NDEG) organise at least one in-person event
every year. This year they are doing a mini-
pilgrimage from Leeds City Station to Kirkstall
Abbey in celebration of 10 years since the
publication of Laudato Si. A similar mini-
pilgrimage, organised by the Diocesan
Communications Director, took place at the
end of May.

The pilgrimage itself will take place on
Saturday 20 September, with everyone
meeting in the main concourse of Leeds City
Station (near the public toilets) at 12:45pm
for a short briefing and for a prompt 1pm
start. NDEG welcome everyone to come and
join them and take part in this opportunity to
meet with people from across the Northern
Dioceses and to find out how Laudato Si has
inspired people in different dioceses to act.

Recently, | did a trial of the walk with Paul
Kelly, from Our Lady and St Boniface parish
covering Settle and Bentham. He will be the
walk leader on the day. With a little detour at
the start, because of the work to improve the
entrance to Leeds City Station, we set off
along the towpath of the Leeds & Liverpool
canal starting at the canal basin. The walking
is on good paths throughout. The towpath is

in good condition, which is more than can be
said for the canal itself; if you come then
don’t expect to see any narrowboats
chugging along! There is a short stretch along
roads when we leave the canal towpath at
Hollybush farm (a conservation project) in
Kirkstall. However, after only a couple of
hundred yards we join another good
footpath that leads right into the grounds of
the abbey itself.

Northern Dioceses’ Environment Group

The walk is just a little under 5 miles, on the
level (apart from the locks) and along a good
path. If you do not think you could walk that
far then you would be very welcome to join
us for a short prayer service in the abbey
church itself. We will be setting off at 1pm
promptly from the station, so we will
probably arrive at the abbey church between
3pm and 3:15 pm.

There is a café at the abbey which stays open
until 4pm and a good bus service back into
Leeds to near the station from the main road
outside the abbey. The café is also the way in
to the grounds of the abbey and the abbey

If you think you might join us then please
follow this link to give some contact details
so we can send you a more detailed
information leaflet and update you about
any last minute changes.

church.
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SOCIAL JUSTICE

CONGRATULATIONS TO SPARK
MEMBERS!

by Kathy Shaw, SPARK Project manager

CONGRATULATIONS! Several of our SPARK
members have graduated this summer.
Thanks to all of them for their continued
work towards justice and peace.

Congratulations on your recent graduation
from Leeds Trinity University

lesha is a long-standing SPARK member and
has recently graduated from Leeds Trinity
University with a First Class BA (Hons) in
Digital Marketing.

lesha on the right of the panel

lesha was a panel member representing
SPARK at a recent event on UK Poverty and
the Real Living Wage. lesha used her skills as
a student Ambassador and has added her
input and value to a number of SPARK events
and led a community support activity,
motivating fellow students and making
positive links to the Student Union.

We wish her every success in her search for
work and know she will be an asset to any

organisation.

Theo is a sports journalist, broadcaster and
disability advocate who graduated this
month from Leeds Trinity University with a
BA in Sports Journalism.

Theo attended our SPARK and LTU
Leadership conference and has maintained
an interest in the work of SPARK.

He has an amazing backstory; Theo was
diagnosed with a very rare syndrome when
he was 11 which included learning
difficulties. Refusing to be defined by a
diagnosis, he overcame many challenges with
hard work and commitment. He has gone on
to advocate for others with extra challenges
in life.

Whatever path he takes in the future, Theo
will always be an inspiration with his talent
and love for music and his enthusiastic
knowledge about sport.

Congratulations on your recent Graduation
from Manchester Metropolitan University

Lucy is a longstanding SPARK member and
recently graduated from Manchester Met,
she already has a job in the competitive field
of Early Years teaching.
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She will be an inspirational teacher and a
leading light in all she chooses to do. A
passionate advocate for social change, Lucy
gives her time to engage others in social
justice issues as well as balancing her studies
and other commitments.

Lucy (in red) leading a youth session at St Winefride's in
Wibsey

Lucy has led a number of SPARK social justice
discussions at her local youth group and
organised creative and community building
opportunities in her local area of Wibsey,
Bradford.

Congratulations on your recent Graduation
from the University of Leeds

Isaac attended the SPARK and LTU
Leadership Conference, he is a passionate
advocate for mental health and has used his
dedication and insight to great advantage in
LTU Students’ Union as a Mental Health
Officer and as the President of the Together
and Wellbeing Society.

Isaac brings his understanding and
compassion to promote and develop others
and to raise awareness of this vital topic.

Our graduate Chair of SPARK!

Tom actually graduated last year from the
University of Sheffield as a Master of
Planning with Class One Honours in Urban
Studies and Planning.

Tom Allan is a founder member of SPARK and
has continued to actively support the project
as SPARK Chair since December 2024; he is
also a trustee for Million Minutes.

Tom is now putting all his skills and
knowledge to good use as Graduate Planner
in York but still finds time to volunteer and
support the causes he is passionate about.
Central to his future work as a planner is his
commitment to driving positive change and
building a more sustainable future.

Congratulations on your recent Graduation
from the University of Cambridge

Heather graduated this month with a Law
BA; also completing an exchange at Utrecht
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University where she immersed herself in the
issues of human rights and social justice.

mménsgags;' :

Despite the many challenges of a demanding
academic schedule, Heather was also the
Chair for the Amnesty International Student
Group, working alongside other dedicated
activists to advocate for justice and peace.

Heather has also managed to find time to
lead on SPARK social media and digital
marketing, a really vital role in ensuring our
public image reflects the target age group we
are here to engage.

Heather continues to contribute across many
different spheres to reflect her passion and
commitment to diversity, inclusion and
justice in all its forms.

However, it’s not all good news for recent
graduates, as lesha describes below.

STOP LOCKING A GENERATION OUT
OF WORK AND SECURITY

lesha, a member of the SPARK community,
recently graduated from Leeds Trinity
University with a First Class Honours degree
in Digital Marketing. However, her
frustrations with the job market have led her
to set up a petition on Change.org.

She writes

To the UK Government and Members of
Parliament

Thousands of young people are graduating
from UK universities every year full of skills,
ambition, and energy to contribute to
society. But instead of doors opening, they
are walking straight into closed-off job
markets, exploitative “entry-level” roles that
require years of experience, and financial
instability that threatens their futures.

At the very moment we most need graduates
to contribute to our economy and
communities, they are being pushed into
despair, poverty, and long-term
disadvantage.

The Crisis Facing Graduates

Graduates are applying for hundreds of jobs
and getting nowhere, ghosted by recruiters,
or told they can only access apprenticeships
beneath their qualifications.

“Entry-level” postings often demand 2-3
years’ experience, creating a paradox where
young people cannot start their careers
because they have not already had one.

Exploitative unpaid or “voluntary” roles are
being passed off as work, benefitting only
those wealthy enough to survive without
income.
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The result? Thousands of capable, qualified
graduates are stuck in limbo, unable to afford
rent, unable to save, and relying on short-
term work or struggling without any security.

And shockingly, many new graduates are not
even eligible for Universal Credit, the UK’s
basic safety net for those out of work. This
means even after years of study, hard work,
and debt, they are left without the financial
support needed to cover essentials while
they search for jobs.

This is not “character-building.” It is systemic
failure!

Why It Matters

This is not just about individual graduates. It
is a generational issue and an economic one.
When graduates cannot afford to live, they
cannot take career-building opportunities.
When talent is wasted, productivity and
innovation across the UK suffer.

When a whole generation is locked out of
work and security, inequality deepens,
mental health worsens, and society fractures.

What We’re Demanding

The Government must act now by:

1. Ensuring all graduates are automatically
eligible for Universal Credit if they are
actively seeking work.

2. Creating graduate-specific employment
support routes within the Department for
Work and Pensions, tailored to modern
industries rather than directing degree-
holders into underqualification schemes.
3. Setting clear standards for recruiters and
job boards to end misleading “entry-level”
adverts demanding experience, expired
listings, and exploitative unpaid work.

4. Developing graduate employment
programmes offering fairly paid roles that
build careers in digital, creative, and
emerging industries, where many young
people are trained but opportunities are
scarce.

A Voice from the Ground

lesha, who recently wrote to her MP
explains:

“I graduated with a First-Class Honours
Degree in Digital Marketing. Since then, |
have applied for over 600 roles, reached out
to agencies, gone door-to-door with my CV
and still no stable job. Employers demand
experience | couldn’t possibly have, job posts
are fake or expired, and I'm pushed toward
schemes beneath my qualification. | cannot
afford rent, cannot save, and Universal Credit
was almost out of reach. This isn’t just my
story; it’s the story of thousands like me. We
want to contribute, but the system is shutting
us out.”

This voice is not unique. It represents a
generation shouting for help, dignity, and
opportunity.

Call to Action

We were raised to believe that if we worked
hard, studied, and earned qualifications,
opportunity would follow. Instead, thousands
face exclusion, instability, and exploitation.
It’s time to give graduates the safety net and
support they deserve. By signing this petition,
you are calling on the UK Government to:

e Guarantee Universal Credit access to
all graduates seeking work

e Stop exploitative job practices

e Create pathways that match graduate
skills to meaningful opportunities

This generation has done its part. Now the
Government must do theirs!

Sign the Petition by following this link:

Petition : Let Recent Graduates Access
Universal Credit — United Kingdom -

Change.org
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Sustaining Hope in Today’s World

SOCIAL JUSTICE

So many terrible things are happening in the
world today.

How do we cope? Where do we look to find
signs of Hope?

Earlier in 2025 we welcomed Fr Luis Orlando
to give the Romero Lecture. People attending
were moved by his descriptions of his work
with the families of the disappeared in
Mexico and with other marginalised groups.
We are delighted that, with the financial
support of the Jesuit Social Justice Fund,
SPARK have been able to invite him to return
to lead this day retreat.
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So, why not take time out to spend a day

standing back and reflecting on where you,
personally, can find more Hope —and how
you could help bring more Hope to others.

As well as input from Fr Luis Orlando, there
will be time for discussion and private
reflection. This retreat day will also include
mass.

The day will include a light buffet lunch and
tea, coffee and water will be provided.

We are using Hinsley Hall as the venue.
However, the room that we will be using will
only accommodate up to a maximum of 25
people — places on this event are very
limited. So it is essential to book a place.
Please use this link to go to the Eventbrite
page. It is a donation event — you will need to
pay a minimum donation of £1 on the
Eventbrite page in order to book a place.

++++++

Memorial for the Children of Gaza
By Carol Burns, Leeds Diocese Pax Christi

There was a Memorial for the Children of
Gaza on Saturday August 23rd in Leeds City
Centre organised by an informal group of
activists. During the time available (9am
through to 6pm) we read the names of as
many of the children killed as the time
allowed. Similar events took place in other
parts of Yorkshire, and | understand more are
being planned nationally.

Sr Bernie Roche reading out a portion of the names

Over 17,000 children have been killed in Gaza
since October 7th 2023 and many more
injured. This is an average of 28 children
killed every day. They are not just numbers
but lives brutally stolen.

This memorial event wasto honour their
lives, ensuring they are not forgotten, a
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witness to this terrible suffering. It was a
respectful and sombre gathering with each
and every child honoured.

++++++

Why we have decided to talk about
Interculturism, Faith and Racial
Justice in Leeds

by Dwayne Hutchinson — Faith and Racial
Justice Lead at Leeds Church Institute

Recently, | have been learning more about
interculturalism. A lot of my key learning
comes from conversations with Paul
Lancaster, MA in Global Leadership in
Intercultural Context and Guest Lecturer at
Leeds Trinity University, who has spent many
years in this area of work.

During one of our conversations, he
mentioned there is a difference between
multiculturalism and interculturalism. Now,
interculturalism was not a word or concept
that | was familiar with, and | was interested
in learning more.

As our conversations and meetings continue,
| am gaining significant understanding about
the concepts of interculturalism, which helps
me to realise that interculturalism can be a
beneficial approach that works alongside
faith and racial justice, to challenge racism
and racial discrimination in churches, local
communities and across the city.

Interculturalism

In recent months, | have seen
interculturalism initiatives separated from
racial justice and vice versa. However, from
the conversations with Paul Lancaster, we
began to explore the Venn diagram between
interculturalism and racial justice, and how
faith plays a part in both areas of work.
Furthermore, during my further learning
about Interculturalism with Phil Thomas and

Laura Palmer from Transformations Leeds, a

charity working in intercultural spaces with
international students across the city, my
learning about how interculturalism can work
alongside racial justice continues to solidify
as | understand how they can work together.

| have realised people can sometimes think
they are doing interculturalism that works
alongside racial justice. However, once |
began to learn some of the practices that
were thought to be intercultural, it was
multiculturalism that was being practiced,
not interculturalism. Although it could appear
that multiculturalism is challenging racism
and racial discrimination to many, there are
essential insights and practices to draw from
interculturalism that support racial justice in
ways that multiculturalism does not.

Paul Lancaster explains the difference
between multiculturalism and
interculturalism in this way.

“Society in
the UK has
become
increasingly
multicultural
/ multiethnic
and this is
seen
particularly
in many
churches.
Multiculturalism not only describes this, but
it has been government policy. However
Western/European culture and mindsets still
predominate, which at best have only
produced co-existence. It has been stated by
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politicians in recent years that
‘multiculturalism has failed’.

Increasingly the term ‘intercultural’ has been
adopted as a way forward. It is characterised
by intentionally creating spaces where there
is deep, meaningful contact and
communication, with mutual exchange of
ideas. No-one is left unchanged because
everyone learns from each other, which
opens the way for something new to
emerge.”

While they may appear to be very similar in
description, multiculturalism and
interculturalism differ in their approach.
Interculturalism provides a true feeling of
belonging for people living in cultures that
are different from their place of birth and
upbringing.

After conversations with Paul Lancaster and
the Leeds Church Institute’s Churches Against
Racism Group, we began to wonder who else
may want and need to learn about
interculturalism and how it can serve
alongside racial justice. During further
conversations with people, it became clear to
me that interculturalism was not a phrase or
methodology they knew about. It was usually
confused with multiculturalism. Additionally,
due to them not knowing about
interculturalism, this meant they did not
know about how it is linked to racial justice.

By deliberately bringing these two areas of
work together for learning and discussions,
alongside acknowledging their similarities
and differences, people will have the
opportunity to remove misconceptions and
misunderstanding about interculturalism and
multiculturalism, whilst learning about racial
justice, and how to take appropriate action in
this area.

Now, the faith element involves
understanding how interculturalism and
racial justice can serve churches and all
denominations. For Christians to further
understand about their brothers and sisters
in Christ, and people in their local
communities from different ethnicities and
cultures, there must be a true understanding
of their heritage and backgrounds, rather
than just an acknowledgement of how their
cultures differ. That’s multiculturalism.

As we continue to learn together about how
we can continue to make our city a place of
welcome for all ethnicities and challenge
racism and racial discrimination, we must
remain active in our learning about
interculturalism, faith and racial justice.
These three elements provide a solid
foundation for creating unity in our city.

For those of you who would like to learn
more about how interculturalism, faith and
racial justice can help you and those within
your local communities across your city, you
are invited to attend the free
Interculturalism, Faith and Racial Justice
event on Monday 6th October, 6pm-9pm at
the Chapeltown Community Wellbeing Hub,
Leeds, in partnership with Leeds Trinity
University and Transformations Leeds. Join us
by signing up here.

++++++
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TREES OF HOPE PROJECT UPDATE

The Commission are delighted to announce
that we have recently received £5,000 for
this project from the Sisters of St Joseph of
Peace.

We have mentioned the project in previous
news articles. We obtained some seeds and
some one year old gingko tree saplings that
originate from a tree that was in the blast
zone of the Hiroshima bombing. The saplings
are all currently in the care of the Laudato Si
centre in the Salford Diocese.

Dr Emma Gardner of the Laudato Si centre holding the
packet of seeds received in June 2024

There they are receiving the professional
horticultural care that they need until they
are mature enough to plant out (which is
usually about 3 years)

We started the project some 18 months ago
now. So, as some of what we received were
already saplings, a few of them may be ready
for planting out in 2026.

For a few months now we have been seeking
funding so that we can move forward with
this project in the right way. Theses trees

provide an opportunity to discuss the ethical
issues around using nuclear weapons.
However, they also provide a sign of Hope for
our environment: that even in the terrible
aftermath of the Hiroshima bombing it was
possible for plants to recover from such an
environmental devastation.

The grant that we have received serves a
twofold purpose. Firstly, it enables us to pay
someone to seek out church, school and
other settings that may be interested in
taking and planting one of the saplings. Once
planted, the saplings should not require
much additional maintenance. As
importantly, it also provides funding to work
with a partner to develop interpretation
materials. We have agreed with Pax Christi
England & Wales for their Education Officer,
Aisling Griffin, to work with the Commission
to produce suitable materials.

We do not yet know where the saplings will
go but we want materials that can be used
for an interpretation board in the vicinity of
the tree and materials that are suitable for
use in a primary school setting and a
secondary school setting. If the funding goes
far enough, then we will also develop some
resources for parish use.

to give more details and explore the
possibility.

Email jandp@dioceseofleeds.org.uk

If you are interested in taking a sapling in your
parish please email us and we will get in touch
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COMMISSION PLANNING MEETING

Our quarterly meetings are usually hybrid
affairs, with some of us joining via Zoom and
some people together in a meeting room at
Hinsley Hall. However, once a year we get
together for an extended meeting to reflect
on what we have done in the past year,
review our priorities (crucial given our limited
resources), and plan for the coming year both
in terms of the sorts of meetings and other
activities that we might organise and also in
terms of how we work.

All Commission meetings are open to anyone
who is interested enough to join.

The extended planning meeting will take
place on Saturday 27 September at Hinsley
Hall. It will run from 10:30 until 14:30. If you
are interested then please email
jandp@dioceseofleeds.org.uk so we can send
you more details.

+H++++

IS THE CHURCH CALLED TO BE
PROPHET OR PROVIDER?

This is the title of the 2025 Hook Lecture. This
is an annual public lecture on the ways faith
interacts with public life and is jointly
organised by Leeds Church Institute, Leeds
Minster, and the Centre for Religion and
Public Life at the University of Leeds.

This year it will be held on Tuesday 21
October 7pm — 9pm at Leeds Minster and will
be given by John Kuhrt.

Churches are increasingly being called upon
to meet the urgent needs in our
communities. But how do we balance this
important work with the Christian call to be a
prophetic voice for change? How do we find
time while pulling people out of the river, to
go upstream and find out who is pushing
themin?

Jon Kuhrt is the Chief Executive of Hope into
Action, a national Christian charity partnering
with churches to provide homes for people
who have been homeless.

He has worked with people affected by
homelessness for 30 years, and has written a
blog for the last 14 years on faith,
transformation, and social justice

called Grace + Truth.

Jon is particularly interested in how practical
social action links to social justice, how it
empowers authentic change, and how it
maintains a confident Christian
distinctiveness.

fiooK b

o I;KOPHE'IL

- How to be a prophetic voice for change
IH. while meeting the needs of those at the margins

WITH JON KUHRT

The lecture is free to attend but
please book a place by going to the
Eventbrite page for this event:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pr
ophet-or-provider-the-hook-
lecture-2025-tickets-
1312712802329
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https://eu-west-1.protection.sophos.com/?d=leeds.ac.uk&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9haGMubGVlZHMuYWMudWsvY2VudHJlLXJlbGlnaW9uLXB1YmxpYy1saWZl&i=NWNmNjM5Zjk2M2EzYmMxNDI0YzEyMTc2&t=bnBlVDBmUzhpRVc1RVozQWl2Uk9tVUQ2bjJrUXhPeFFUWExsejU3RW1JOD0=&h=8e45db69dee64bbeb3170b0459bc13dd&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVb-JtJEsiZyl7JyzEf2oTAISIjlpyeLU_qsWCYpefpDkoJF_5O_1tMlcA7ZtzSRj9g
https://eu-west-1.protection.sophos.com/?d=hopeintoaction.org.uk&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaG9wZWludG9hY3Rpb24ub3JnLnVrLw==&i=NWNmNjM5Zjk2M2EzYmMxNDI0YzEyMTc2&t=bGJxS0tsUkFWWnFCRjVIa3c1QWF6c2Q2bkhIUDBaOTAxRVB4VDdrSzZxWT0=&h=8e45db69dee64bbeb3170b0459bc13dd&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVb-JtJEsiZyl7JyzEf2oTAISIjlpyeLU_qsWCYpefpDkoJF_5O_1tMlcA7ZtzSRj9g
https://eu-west-1.protection.sophos.com/?d=hopeintoaction.org.uk&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaG9wZWludG9hY3Rpb24ub3JnLnVrLw==&i=NWNmNjM5Zjk2M2EzYmMxNDI0YzEyMTc2&t=bGJxS0tsUkFWWnFCRjVIa3c1QWF6c2Q2bkhIUDBaOTAxRVB4VDdrSzZxWT0=&h=8e45db69dee64bbeb3170b0459bc13dd&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVb-JtJEsiZyl7JyzEf2oTAISIjlpyeLU_qsWCYpefpDkoJF_5O_1tMlcA7ZtzSRj9g
https://eu-west-1.protection.sophos.com/?d=gracetruth.blog&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9ncmFjZXRydXRoLmJsb2cv&i=NWNmNjM5Zjk2M2EzYmMxNDI0YzEyMTc2&t=eWE0a0RwdzRadkNSdnd2a0pBQllxQzJvQUxObG54c00zSjNzbkdrVE1URT0=&h=8e45db69dee64bbeb3170b0459bc13dd&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVb-JtJEsiZyl7JyzEf2oTAISIjlpyeLU_qsWCYpefpDkoJF_5O_1tMlcA7ZtzSRj9g
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/prophet-or-provider-the-hook-lecture-2025-tickets-1312712802329
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/prophet-or-provider-the-hook-lecture-2025-tickets-1312712802329
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/prophet-or-provider-the-hook-lecture-2025-tickets-1312712802329
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/prophet-or-provider-the-hook-lecture-2025-tickets-1312712802329
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NEW BOOK BY DAVID JACKSON

David Jackson, from Shipley, has been a
lifelong supporter of working for Justice &
Peace and in more recent times has focussed
on our Climate Change crisis and what we, as
Church, should be doing about it.

Due to ill health, David had to retire from his
role as Laudato Si animator for the Leeds
Diocese. However, this has not stopped him
from thinking about the Church and the
importance of synodality.

He writes:

Dear Friends /Relatives/ Contact on my
Mailing list.

(Please excuse any mis categorisation - no
offence intended).

I have spent the last 3 years or so writing a
book:

'REALISING THE SACRED. The Ways of a
Contemplative and Synodal Church.'

David A, Jackson

REALISING
THE SACRED

The Ways of a Contemplative
Synodal Church

This may explain my state of near invisibility
lately - that and old age and 'living with a
cancer' (jaw and neck) - in remission after
radiotherapy etc or/and the kind
intercessions of St Winefride of Holywell!

Follow this link to read more about it and to
purchase a copy Realising the Sacred - The
Franciscan Publishing Company Ltd

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO MGR PETER
ROSSER

Mgr. Peter Rosser recently celebrated his 80t
birthday. Fr Peter was a member of the J&P
Commission for many years and spent
several years as episcopal vicar covering J&P
issues.

In the early days of J&P in the 1970’s he
would regularly say a monthly mass at the
J&P office, which at the time was in the
basement of a convent on Burley Road in
Leeds. In the 1980’s he spent several years in
Peru and his interest and work for the people
there still continues.

In ‘retirement’ he has been assisting at St
Benedict’s parish in Garforth. People there
have taken him to their hearts and put on a
surprise party for him in a packed parish hall
after Sunday mass on 31 August. It included
this celebration banner —as well as a
substantial financial gift.
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EVENTS

-

01 Sep — 04 Oct

Season of Creation

The theme in 2025 of this season of the Church’s Year is ‘Peace with Creation’.

Use the link to find out more and think about what you might do in your community to
celebrate this season.

https://seasonofcreation.org/

-

Thu 18 Sep

NJPN Webinar: Throwing Open the Doors to Children Living in Poverty in the UK
Webinar
NJPN have organised an impressive lineup to discuss this:

e Liam Purcell, CEO of Church Action on Poverty

e Paul Morrison, Policy Advisor for Joint Public issues Team

e Carol Cross, Trustee of the CAUSE Foundation (Helping families across Teesside)
Use this link to register and receive the link:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc4ZxMH12YUaTcvMB1gWymQW6ir-
77x9kHY7E983MemREdGqQ/viewform

-

Sat 20 Sep

Laudato Si Mini-Pilgrimage — Leeds station to Kirkstall Abbey

Meet at Leeds City Station at 12:45 for a prompt 1pm start

Join this Northern Dioceses Environment Group event for a pleasant pilgrimage walk to
Kirkstall Abbey with a short prayer service in the abbey church. Find out more by seeing the
article on the J&P website 02 Sep — Have a religious experience on the Leeds and Liverpool
Canal! — Diocese of Leeds: Justice and Peace Commission

-

Mon 06 Oct

Interculturism, Faith and Racial Justice

Community Wellbeing Hub Reginald Terrace Leeds LS7 3EZ 6pm — 9pm

In this evening with Leeds Church Institute and Leeds Trinity University, you will learn how
interculturalism, with its emphasis on understanding and interaction between people of
different ethnicities, cultures and traditions, can help challenge racism and discrimination in
our city. Use this link https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/interculturalism-faith-and-racial-
justice-tickets-1389090229269

-

Sustaining Hope in Today’s World — A Day Retreat
Hinsley Hall 10:30 — 16:00
Organised by SPARK Social Justice there are a few places left. Fr Luis Orlando Jimenez SJ will

Sat 11 Oct lead this day exploring aspects of Hope and where we find it and how we give it.
Sustaining Hope in Today's World Tickets, Sat, Oct 11, 2025 at 10:30 AM | Eventbrite
Caritas Catholic Care Day of Reflection
ﬁ Hinsley Hall 10:00 — 14:00
Focusing on the theme "Hope Does Not Disappoint" this is a joint initiative of the Vicariate
Sat 18 Oct

for Education and Catholic Care. This event will involve prayer, reflection, and discussion to
renew commitment to Catholic Social Teaching

Please forward this email E-News onto anyone else who you think might be interested. Even
better, get them to send us their email address so we can add them to our contact database.
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