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A CHRISTIAN FIRSTHAND ACCOUNT OF
LIFE IN ISRAEL PALESTINE

By Joe Burns Commission member

Rev Revd Ashraf Tannous in a Lutheran pastor
who spoke at Leeds Minster on Sunday 19
October in an event organised by Sabeel Kairos
in partnership with the Minster.

He is a pastor in Bethlehem and talked about
his own experiences as an Arab Palestinian
Christian living under Israeli occupation. His life
is complicated as he has married someone who
resides in Jerusalem — and getting between the
two places requires special permissions and
many lengthy waits at Israeli checkpoints.

Rev Ashraf spoke with passion about the
history of the region and his own history. He
said that his ancestors were living in the region
when Jesus was alive and so he can trace his
ancestry to the earliest Christians. His message
was clear: Israel has for a long time worked to
reduce Palestinian lands through illegal
settlements, the construction of the so-called
‘security’ barrier and the genocidal actions that

the Israeli Government has undertaken in Gaza.

He was also very clear about the actions of the
UK Government. How can the UK, he asked,
recognise the Palestinian State whilst at the
same time supplying armaments to Israel. Such

actions amount to complicity in the genocide of
Palestinians.

It’s complicated. We know that. However, we
must not fool ourselves that the UK
Government is doing enough to address the
injustices suffered by Palestinians at the hands
of the right-wing Israeli Government. Media
attention is limited — not least because the
Israeli Government will not allow journalists
into Gaza. Events like this provide the only real
means of hearing what is happening on the
ground from people who experience it every
day.

In the Q&A at the end of his talk someone
asked how he maintained Hope. He replied
with a quote from Dietrich Bonhoeffer: ‘If you
have Faith but not Hope then you are sick.’
When he mentioned Bonhoeffer, the other
guote that came to my mind was ‘Not to speak
is to speak. Not to act is to act’. That is one of
the reasons why the Commission, now through
SPARK Social Justice, sponsors one of the films
each year at the Leeds Palestinian Film Festival.
Another question related to the best way to
counter the arguments of Christian Zionists. His
reply, basically, was that they were
misinterpreting the bible. He recommended
that people should consult the works of
Palestinian theologians. One example is a book
called “The Cross and the Olive Tree (ed. John
Munayer & Samuel S Munayer)
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| must give a mention to the first part of the
event. This was a middle eastern lunch supplied
from Real Hope cafe. When | arrived at the

Minster | was wondering how they were going
to do lunch as the café area just to the right of
the entrance was already full (and, worryingly,
there was no sign of food there!). In a leap of
imagination they had put tables out down the
central aisle of the Minster and people
wandered down and found a seat after being
served their food at a serving point. Given that
there were about 80 people there, it was an
impressive feat of organisation(as well as being
delicious food!).

JESUS THE BRINGER OF GOOD NEWS
By Sara Forrest, Our Lady of Kirkstall parish &
Commission member

This was the title of a Retreat that was
organised by the Parish Live Simply group and
the programme was developed from the
CAFOD Jubilee booklet.

There were two themes within the event:
Jesus the Bringer of Good News

Jesus — Lord of Creation

We started with a Jubilee Mass said by Fr
Michael Doody (parish priest). This was
followed by coffees/teas and biscuits. John
Battle then gave a keynote address. An
impactful story from his Men’s Walking group
involved a young man with learning disabilities

living on his own in a block of flats. After he
didn’t arrive one week John went to check he
was OK. When he found him, the young man
told him he was living in a tent. He had been
sanctioned (benefits stopped) by DWP for not
attending an interview.

He told John that he’d been too scared about
being conscripted by DWP into the Ukrainian
Army to fight Russians to attend. John then
took him to the Job Centre and explained the
reason why and got the benefits reinstated.
John’s love and care had been Good News.

Rather than a ‘bring your own’, there was a
‘shared lunch’ that consisted of a varied array
of savoury foods and leftovers were taken
home to avoid food waste.

Approximately 20 attendees then attended two
45-minute workshops based on the two
themes. Workshops comprised prayers,
spiritual readings and discussions followed by
making personal pledges to do something
extra.

For Bringing Good News, Cherie, an Anglican
Church Warden on the Hawksworth Estate (in
one of the most deprived areas in UK) told how
after being told by God to feed his people she
started, with the blessing of the Vicar, a food
bank and kitchen on the estate. She and her
fellow volunteers have expanded their services
to include baby items, period products,
household products and Warmth packs. A truly
inspiring lady and talk.

One of the SV P conferences then listed the
different types of help they had given over the
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previous 12 months. The range of help given
surprised parishioners e.g. paying the food
pantry weekly subscription of £6 for a young
mother of three children when she couldn’t
afford it at the end of some months.
Information about the SV P Support Centre on
York Road, the Food Pantry run from the
Tinshill Shop and about the Butcher Hill Shop
were also given.

The beautiful posters created in earlier
workshops provided a colourful backdrop of
God Lord of Creation in the other workshop.
The prayers and lively discussions focussed on
thankfulness and the many ways individuals can
chose to consume less and reduce their climate
impact. For example, one participant was keen
to keep bees in their garden but could not do
so because their landlord wouldn’t allow it.
The pledges were brought forward during the
closing prayers before being taken away by
individuals.

Happily, a couple of people were contemplating
joining the SV P as a result of the retreat. As
both conferences need new members this was
great!

FAITH IN ACTION IN THIS JUBILEE YEAR
by Angela Powell, CAFOD Community
Participation Coordinator for the diocese of
Leeds and the diocese of Hallam

CAF D

Catholic Agency for
Overseas Development

At the start of this holy year, we were inspired
by Pope Francis calling us to act as tangible
signs of hope for those of our brothers and
sisters who experience hardships of any kind.
We reflected and discerned ways in which we
might journey together as pilgrims of hope.

Notwithstanding the challenges we all face in
our lives today, we leant into our faith and
broke open scripture, to take positive steps to
enrichen our lives and that of others. Our
Jubilee prayer has led to compassionate acts of
kindness and is enabling us to become more
visible to others, particularly those looking for
ways to be closer to God. As Catholic
communities we are living out our faith values
and improving the lives of many of our sisters
and brothers around the world who suffer
because they are denied the freedom that
comes with peace and the justice and safety of
being able to share in the gifts of creation
intended for all.

CAFOD is most grateful for all your prayerful
and generous responses from more than 50
parishes around the diocese, to Fast Day and
emergency appeals. To see how these
donations are bringing hope in current times
see the news section of the news section of
CAFOD’s website https://cafod.org.uk/news is
regularly updated. A post on 2 November
explains our partner’s response to the current
crisis in Sudan and one on 30 October explains
the vital role the Catholic church has played in
the Democratic Republic of the Congo since the
cuts in global aid. You can also read about
people featured in past Fast Day appeals, on 14
October we published an update on Abdella
from Ethiopia, whose story we featured during
the Lent 2021 appeal.

Hope starts with Christ, and this hope ripples
out towards us and, through our lives, to
others, as well as creation itself. As we come
towards the end of the holy year, we will enter
a time to prepare for a new way of the Lord.
With thanks we can draw on knowledge of our
enriched experience of Jubilee Year 2025.
During Advent, our prayer can help us discern
what is important to bring forward in a living
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hope, actively recognising Christ is at work in
the world and we can all join in this work,

participating in the creation of a better world
for all people as God intended.

i

Fr Gerard Kearney of St Aelred's parish in Harrogate collecting
Fast Day contributions from parishioners

++++++

LEEDS UNITED AGAINST POVERTY

By Sara Forrest, Commission Member

Leeds Church Institute led this event on 3
November at Headingley Stadium.

\___~ [nstitute

Refreshingly, most attendees were of working
age! The organisations they worked for and
volunteered with were wide-ranging. The
purpose was to engage people and
organisations in setting up a coalition to fight
local poverty in all its forms: material, health
and spiritual.

A short film about what Leeds Rhinos and Jamie
Jones Buchanan are doing to address

homelessness was both informed and
entertaining. He is so thankful for the
opportunities he got because of being talent
spotted and enrolled into the Rhinos Academy.
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As a young lad of his colour from an ordinary
family in Bramley he had not expected to
achieve so much in his life.

The first panel session was chaired by John
Battle and was lively. It addressed what poverty
is and how do we challenge the many
misperceptions about why so many more
people are falling into poverty Views expressed
were as varied as the experience of those
attending and rooted in their practical activities
addressing the symptoms of poverty. Certainly,
on my table there was a consensus that our
organisations are all ‘sticking plasters’ over the
gaps in state provision and we need to do more
campaigning.

Workshops focussed on the triggers leading to
poverty. They also considered what enables
people to lift themselves out of poverty and
what we can, and do do, to enable people to
thrive. Increased individualisation was
identified as a negative impact on responses to
poverty.

Lunch was followed by a second panel chaired
by Raheem. The focus here was on the
importance of storytelling in engaging emotion
and commitment to change. Penny Alexander
was not the only person who teared up when
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talking about the powerful image of Kevin
Sinflield lifting Rob Burrow from his wheelchair
to cross the finish line in the first Rob Burrow
Marathon! That emotional power was credited
with the raising of £10,000,000 to open the Rob
Burrow MND Centre.

The whole day was a stark reminder of how
often those in poverty are isolated, unseen and
unheard.

The plenary session then brought together the
many themes emerging from the earlier
sessions.

And the need for us to listen to those with no
voice and enable them to tell their stories and
engage those with the power to push the levers
to alleviate poverty. Many people have stories
that describe how material poverty and lack of
opportunity so often develops into the vicious
cycle of poor physical and mental health and
debt.

Far fewer have stories like Jamie Jones.
++++++

DEVELOPING SUSTAINABILITY IN THE

DIOCESE
By Paul Kelly & Keith Pitcher, Laudato Si
Management Group

Almost every organisation nowadays, thank
goodness, has sustainability on its agenda. And

Leeds Diocese is no exception. With the
tradition of Catholic Social Teaching behind us
and Laudato Si’ bringing care of our common
home into sharp focus 10 years ago, this should
come as no surprise. But did you know
sustainability is now an integral part of strategic
thinking in the diocese and we have a
dedicated Diocesan Laudato Si’ Sustainability
Group to help focus its direction and its
decision making?

Known by its abbreviation, the DLSSG came
about after a group of parishioners from Settle
met with Bishop Marcus over 4yrs ago to
explore what our mission to care for all aspects
of creation might look like. Those pioneering
parishioners became part of a Climate Action
sub-group of the J&P Commission who Bishop
Marcus put in contact with key members of the
curial offices. The DLSSG was born.

The group meets regularly at Hinsley Hall under
the chairmanship of Mgr Andrew Summersgill,
Moderator of the Curia. Along with 3
representatives of the Climate Action group,
the DLSSG comprises the property manager,
directors of finance, communications &
education, Katie Clegg Head of Sustainability at
Leeds Trinity University, and Carla Stockton-
Jones newly appointed trustee with
responsibility for sustainability.

The group’s
purpose is to
promote
sustainability as
a core spiritual
and practical
value across all
aspects of our
Christian life as

Society

Environment

diocese, parish,
school and parishioner; to contribute towards
strategic planning in the diocese; and to be
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available as a resource/source of help. As Pope
Francis made clear in his encyclical Laudato Si’
the environment is the milieu in which our
economy and society function; they are
intimately connected and interdependent. The
focus on sustainability ensures all three
become central to our ethical decision making.

Some members of the present DLSSG helped to
develop the Diocesan Environmental Policy and
its strategic planning. Although signed off by
the Bishop in 2020 the policy struggles to
influence much of our everyday practice
without the leadership and resourcing available
to other, equally important, departments.
Hence leadership has been a major focus of the
group with agreement secured last year from
the diocese to recruit a Head of Sustainability
to complement the work of other directorates
in the curia.

At present diocesan finances make it
challenging to make any new appointments, yet
a determined focus on sustainability would not
only be God’s work but will save money and
reduce greenhouse gases emissions through
initiatives to slash energy use. It’s a real ‘catch-
22’. The DLSSG is the key driver of bringing
attention to and helping to resolve this
dilemma.

The challenge too for all of us is how can our
clergy, parishioners and schools be helped to
understand and live this previously under-
developed part of our Catholicity? What would
help us to learn, pray, preach, guide, work
together and act?

Pope Leo XIV affirmed its importance this
autumn: “We cannot call ourselves disciples of
Jesus Christ without participating in his outlook
on creation and his care for all that is fragile
and wounded.” (Address 15t Oct 2025 to

November 2025

participants in the “Raising Hope” conference
on the tenth anniversary of Laudato Si’.)

The contact for DLSSG is Jacqui Atkinson,
administrator at Hinsley Hall

Tel: 0113 2618029 Ext: 229 Email:
Jacqui.atkinson@dioceseofleeds.org.uk

Please do get in touch if you would like more
information, can help the work of the group or
need support towards making our homes,
parishes, schools and diocese more sustainable
in line with God’s kingdom.

++++++

THERE’S STILL TIME TO BOOK A TICKET!

This Friday, November 215t ,door open at
6:30pm, SPARK Social Justice is showing the
film “There is Another Way” as part of the 11t
Leeds Palestinian Film Festival.

It is being shown
at St Chads Parish
Centre on Otley
Road in
Headingley,
Leeds.

A RECONSIDER FILM

., THERE IS ANOTHER WAY

LLLLLL THEREIS ANGTHERWATFI L GGt

The film follows
the stories of
members of
Combatants for Peace. Nominated for two
Nobel Peace Prizes, it is an extraordinary bi-
national group of former enemy combatants -
Israelis and Palestinians - working together
during an ongoing armed conflict. Book via
Eventbrite:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/there-is-
another-way-film-presentation-and-panel-
discussion-tickets-
18275840360497aff=oddtdtcreator
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d vent b
Eco-fair™

Saturday 13 Dec 2025, 10am-3pm
Hinsley Hall, Headingley LS6 2BX

WM e

To book a (FREE') staII for YOUR parlsh envuronmental
initiative, charity or eco-business, ‘repair cafe’,
allotment produce or bake-sale, fairly-traded goods
for 'stocking fillers’ and Secret Santa, arts and crafts
demonstrations etc. please contact
communications@dioceseofleeds.org.uk

We're close to public transport and have plenty of free parking!
Morning coffee (and cake); afternoon tea (and more cake!)

B B
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EVENTS
Film Screening: There is Another Way
! i St Chad'’s parish centre, Otley Road Leeds LS16 5JT
This is the SPARK- sponsored film in this year’s Palestine Film Festival.. The event will
Fri 21 Nov

include stalls selling Palestinian goods and there will be a post-film discussion panel which is
being finalised as we go to press! Most up to date info is here
https://www.leedsjp.org.uk/event/film-screening-there-is-another-way-part-of-the-leeds-
palestinian-film-festival/?instance id=604

-

Mon24- Tue 25

West Yorkshire Citizens 2 Day Induction into Community Organising

Al Mustafa Centre Young St, Bradford, BD8 9RE

Using a mix of action learning; small-group conversations; classroom teaching and role-play,
the course builds the argument for broad-based community organising with West Yorkshire

Nov Citizens as a methodology for achieving social change. More details here:
https://actionnetwork.org/events/west-yorkshire-citizens-2-day-induction-into-community-
organising-november-2025/

Advent Eco Fair

ﬁ Hinsley Hall, 62 Headingley Lane Leeds LS6 2BX 10:00 — 15:00

All are welcome to come along to this Winter celebration of the work being done in our
Sat 13 Dec

parishes to enable us to care better for our Common Home. There will also be stalls selling
goods, arts and crafts demonstrations and coffee and cake!
Just turn up.

-

Sun 18 Jan 26

Peace Sunday 2026

Across the UK

Pope Leo has announced the theme — ‘Peace be with you all: Towards an ‘unarmed and
disarming peace’. As usual, resources to help you celebrate this day in your church
community are in preparation by Pax Christi and will be available soon (some are already
available). Check in with their website to receive more information:
https://paxchristi.org.uk/peace-sunday-2026/

-

Wed 11 Mar 26

The 2026 Romero Lecture — Save the Date

Venue to be confirmed

Once again we are privileged to host a presentation of the Romero Trust’s annual Romero
Lecture. In 2026 it will be given by Todd Walatka, Teaching Professor in the Department of
Theology at Notre Dame University in the USA. He has recently published a book called
“Words of Life: the Preachings of St Oscar Romero”.

-

Sun 15 Mar 26

Nonviolence workshop — Save the Date

We are planning on working with Pax Christi to hold an event with Nicolas Paz, the director
of Catholic Non Violence Initiative. It will be a participatory workshop on nonviolent conflict
transformation based on his own experience as mediatorn and on the own reality, interests
and needs of the participants.

Please forward this email E-News onto anyone else who you think might be interested. Even
better, get them to send us their email address so we can add them to our contact database.
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