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ADVENT ECO-FAIR AT HINSLEY HALL 

The first ever Diocesan Eco Fair was 

organised by Rowan, Director of 

Communications and was a resounding 

success!  

Hinsley Hall was a thoughtful choice with 

accessible bus routes and free parking right 

outside, to encourage as many people as 

possible to enjoy the experience. One 

attendee had travelled all the way from 

Grassington, the Settle area was also well 

represented as well as more local 

communities. 

 

Stalls spilled out into different rooms and 

attendees and stall holders alike enjoyed the 

relaxed and positive atmosphere.  The Justice 

and Peace Commission were there in 

strength, along with the Laudato Si 

group.  SPARK, CAFOD and others talked to 

attendees about our work raising awareness 

of climate action and encouraging 

sustainability.  

Climate change is one of the priority areas for 

action by the Commission and the Climate 

Action Group within the Commission is very 

active. It was the Climate Action group that 

was responsible for the drafting of what is 

now the Diocesan Environment Policy. Two 

members of this group are now part of the 

official Diocesan group for promoting 

sustainability throughout the diocese: the 

Laudato Si Sustainability Group. We had 

various leaflets and information sheets 

available about, for example, installing solar 

panels on church roofs or things that 

individuals can do to reduce their carbon 

footprint. 

 

Leeds Church Institute shared a thought-

provoking display that linked creativity with 

faith, the local artist showing the beauty to 

be found in unexpected places and how 

urban areas offer a lifeline for nature.   Local 

entrepreneurs set up their baking and craft 

work for unique and original Christmas 

stocking fillers.  Rosie was the youngest stall 

holder at 21 years; her amazing miniature 

gingerbread houses were a real winner!  

There were all sorts of stalls at the fair 

including a lovely biscuit stall using fairtrade 

ingredients, a stall supporting Medical Aid for 

Palestinians and an impressive plant stall. 

Climate Action Leeds were also represented 

with an engaging board game for people to 

try their luck (prizes were packets of seeds!). 

http://www.leedsjp.org.uk/
mailto:enews.jandp@dioceseofleeds.org.uk
https://sparksocialjustice.org.uk/wp/
https://cafod.org.uk/about-us/what-we-do/climate-and-the-environment
https://www.leedsjp.org.uk/campaigns/climate-change/
https://www.leedsjp.org.uk/campaigns/climate-change/
https://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/environment/
https://lcileeds.org/
https://www.map.org.uk/
https://www.map.org.uk/
https://www.climateactionleeds.org.uk/
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There were a steady stream of visitors who 

were not all based in Leeds. We noted 

visitors from Settle, Clapham, Grassington, 

Mytholmroyd and Bradford – amongst 

others. It was also a good opportunity to 

meet with supporters and activists and share 

information about what each of us has been 

doing. 

Within this beautiful building and peaceful 

grounds, we were able to reflect on the end 

of our Jubilee Year. As Pilgrims of Hope, we 

were reminded that we are stronger together 

and the effective networks and partnerships 

represented in this event will be the building 

blocks to a brighter new year.  

We are looking forward to Eco Fair 2026! 

++++++ 

SETTLE COMMUNITY ENERGY SCHEME 

We are all looking at ways to cut down on 

our bills, aren't we?  

A community in Settle have been slashing the 

cost of their electricity by giving their 

neighbours cheap excess power. This works 

by matching up the residents' energy usage 

to local generated electricity, whether that's 

through a community wind turbine or maybe 

a business with solar panels. And it's usually 

cheaper than if you were buying it from the 

national grid. The energy club keeps profits in 

the local community and helps to encourage 

more people to get solar panels to help 

Settle. 

Paul Kelly was interviewed in a recent Look 

North feature about the scheme in which the 

solar panels on St Mary & St Michael Church 

will be one of the new generators. As a 

member of the Climate Action Group of the 

J&P Commission he is also part of the Leeds 

Dioceses’ Laudato Si Management Group. 

(the official sustainability body within the 

diocese) and is also chair of the environment 

group of the National Justice & Peace 

Network. 

It was great to see someone so 

knowledgeable promoting the ideas behind 

community energy. It is definitely something 

that parishes in other parts of the diocese 

could start to explore with other 

organisations and groups in their own areas. 

 

You can view the short feature (it’s about 5 

minutes) by using this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gWHOlT

-peGU 

++++++ 

THIS GIVE ME HOPE 

By Sara Forrest, Commission Member 

I take hope from…. 

The Lord’s Prayer, 

especially the phrase ‘forgive us our sins as 

we forgive those who trespass against us.’ I 

realised this when I was listening to news 

reports from Gaza, Ukraine and the Sudan 

where there is little sign of reconciliation or 

dialogue with the aim of healing past hurts. 

http://www.leedsjp.org.uk/
mailto:enews.jandp@dioceseofleeds.org.uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gWHOlT-peGU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gWHOlT-peGU


 

DIOCESE OF LEEDS: JUSTICE AND PEACE COMMISSION 

Web www.leedsjp.org.uk     mailto:enews.jandp@dioceseofleeds.org.uk  

 NEWSLETTER   January 2026  
 

P a g e  | 3 
 

This is an every day reminder that we can, 

and should, forgive others and move forward 

in order to live as well as God intends. This 

can be hard though. 

The phrase ‘lead us not into temptation’ is so 

relevant for an internet enabled world of 

24/7 temptation. Unsubscribing to feeds that 

show content we’re not comfortable and or 

emails that bombard us with ‘special offers’ 

reduces the temptation we face. I now spend 

more time and money mindfully, so I 

consume less - Live Simply. 

The Hail Mary, 

especially ‘pray for us sinners’ which 

reassures me that I’m not meant to be 

perfect but I am worthy of prayer and 

support. 

The Penitential Rite, 

especially the phrase ‘I have sinned through 

my own fault, in my thoughts and in my 

words, in what I have done, and in what I 

have failed to do’. This reminds me that my 

poor choices have consequences. 

If I accept that I did make a choice I may 

make a better choice next time. I can learn 

and live better. I know that sometimes other 

factors influence the outcome but that’s 

awareness helps me to learn too. 

The Beatitudes 

As a teenager I spent many hours discussing 

what each statement meant to discern how 

to live well as an adult. I particularly 

remember ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit’ 

provoking debate about career choices, job 

content being more important that pay. And 

how we spent what money we had, the 

difference between what we needed and 

what we wanted, and reducing jealousy 

when others had ‘more’. 

 

Another clear memory relates to ‘Blessed are 

the peacemakers’ when we talked about 

relationships, for example ‘was it better to 

keep quiet if someone in your friendship 

group really irritated you’ or should you 

exclude them. Firm conclusions were 

difficult. But with practice I got better at 

telling people about how I felt about what 

had happened and learnt how develop 

maturing relationships. 

This gives me hope. 

++++++ 

THIS NEW YEAR I AM THANKFUL FOR 

By Sara Forrest, Commission Member 

This New Year, I'm thankful for... 

The colours of the sunrise I can see changing 

as the sun rises. 

 

That I live in a democracy that gives me a 

http://www.leedsjp.org.uk/
mailto:enews.jandp@dioceseofleeds.org.uk
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voice, and provides welfare, health services, 

education, guidance, security, transport and 

regulates water, power and communication 

services. It’s not perfect but it continues to 

evolve without us taking to the streets in 

violent protest. And works to reduce the 

harms of Big Tech whose media platforms 

share so much unhealthy, hate filled  and 

incorrect content with their subscribers. 

  

The thousands of public servants who are 

the frontline service providers of 

Government. Their ability to provide the 

services they used to has reduced over time 

and they can be treated badly by those who 

are angry and feel let down. 

 

The thousands of workers in the Charity 

sector, paid and unpaid, who also provide 

services to us. And face similar abuse at 

times.  Especially those who fill in the gaps 

between different services and provide 

holistic service. 

 

The freedom to practice my faith without 

fear. 

 

The steps being taken to reduce violence 

against women and girls. I hope that the 

Christian Churches will, through their schools 

and worship, take a positive lead in this and 

teach their children to respect themselves, 

developing healthy emotional, spiritual and 

physical beliefs.  And to respect others and 

treat them kindly in friendships and 

partnerships that are based on sharing an 

equality of power that does not exploit. Thus 

empowering adults to form long lasting 

relationships that provide any children they 

have with a secure childhood and the 

ongoing nurture of both parents and wider 

families well into their adulthood. 

 

That our legal systems and police are 

independent and will challenge politicians 

and others who overstep legal boundaries. 

 

That since pre historic times this land has 

been settled by travellers from across the 

seas that surround us. They have given us 

place names, a language and many cultural 

traditions, including that of tolerance,  as well 

as different religions. And that most of us 

still welcome those who come here to work, 

study or find refuge. 

 

For family, friends and the church 

community. 

 

++++++ 

DISARMING THE HEART: A LITURGY 
OF REPENTANCE IN A NUCLEAR AGE 
By Carol Burns, Pax Christi in the Leeds 
Diocese 
 
An Ash Wednesday service will be held on 
Wednesday 18th February 2026 12.30 pm at 
Dortmund Square in central Leeds. 
 
Since 1982, Christians have assembled on Ash 
Wednesday at the Ministry of Defence to 
pray for peace and a conversion of hearts 

http://www.leedsjp.org.uk/
mailto:enews.jandp@dioceseofleeds.org.uk
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and minds away from nuclear war 
preparations, the destruction caused by 
nuclear testing and the wasted resources 
that are invested in nuclear weapons and in 
all weapons. 
 
Over those years services have been held in 
Liverpool and Glasgow and people from 
peace groups from different parts of the 
country have travelled to London. 
For a second year, the Leeds Pax Christi 
group are organising a prayer service in 
Leeds. 
Ash Wednesday is the beginning of a time of 
repentance in the Church calendar, and we 
will be praying for all those involved in 
nuclear war preparations to repent and have 
a change of heart. 
 
We also recognise that we can all do more to 
speak out about nuclear war preparations 
and to prayer to have the courage to carry on 
with our opposition. Pope Leo in his Peace 
Sunday message has preached on the theme 
‘an unarmed and disarming peace’ ( 
https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/540
61  ). Not since the end of the Cold War has 
the world seemed more dangerous, yet Pope 
Leo stresses how Christians take a different 
approach to building peace and stresses our 
responsibility. 
Quoting Pope John 23rd from Pacem in Terris 
‘Everyone must realise, that unless this 
process of disarmament be thorough going 
and complete, and reach people’s very souls 
it is impossible to stop the arms trade or 
reduce armaments or, and this is the main 
thing, to abolish them entirely. Everyone 
must surely cooperate in the effort to banish 
fear and the anxious expectation  of war from 
our minds But this requires that the 
fundamental principles on which peace is 
based in today’s world be replaced by an 
altogether different one, namely the 

realisation that true and lasting peace among 
nations cannot consist in the possession of an 
equal supply of armaments but on mutual 
trust’.  

 
people & students from Corpus Christi School at last year's 

service 

++++++ 

NONVIOLENT APPROACHES TO 
CONFLICT 
 
Leeds will be hosting Nicolas Paz, director of  
CNI (Catholic Non Violence Initiative) on 
Sunday March 15th from 2.00 – 6.00 pm at 
the Quaker Meeting House, Woodhouse 
Lane. 
 
As well as coordinating the work of CNI, 
Nicolas teaches at the Pontifical University of 
Salamanca and his expertise is in mediation 
and conflict resolution 
 
CNI is a programme of Pax Christi 
International, a global movement dedicated 
to promoting active nonviolence as a core 
principle of the Gospel. We believe that 
nonviolence is central to the teachings of 

All are welcome to join us on Wednesday 
February 18th at 12.30 pm 
 
For more information contact 
Carol.burns@yahoo.co.uk 

http://www.leedsjp.org.uk/
mailto:enews.jandp@dioceseofleeds.org.uk
https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/54061
https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/54061
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Jesus and vital to the mission of the Catholic 
Church. By fostering a culture of peace, 
justice, and reconciliation, we strive to heal 
and transform both human relationships and 
our planet. See https://paxchristi.net/cni 
 
The afternoon will take the form of a 
workshop focusing on practical tools for 
dealing with conflict in the tradition of active 
non- violence  
 
This event is organised by Leeds Pax Christi in 
partnership with Quakers from Carlton Hill 
meeting.  

++++++ 

TRUMP TIMES :THE RISE OF THE 
CATHOLIC RIGHT.   
By John Battle, Commission Chair 
 
The Financial Times ended the year with a 
major two page spread "The Ascension of the 
Catholic Right". The new year copy of " 
Private Eye" included a Jonesy cartoon of 
Jesus delivering the sermon on the mount; 
citing " Blessed are the meek", " Do not store 
up for yourselves treasures on earth", " love 
your enemies" " blessed are the 
peacemakers". A man at the back of the 
crowd in a Maga hat turns and asks: " What 
the hell kind of Christian is this guy anyway?" 
Interpreting Jesus and his Gospel has 
fractured the Christian traditions from the 

origins, leading to divisions, conflicts, splits 
and wars, not least in the United Kingdom's 
history through the violent divisions of the 
Reformation and the Puritan migration to 
America in the seventeenth century sparking 
off conflicts there that are evident today. As 
1960's singer Joan Baez stressed: each 
claiming " God on their side". 
 
Christianity has long featured in polarising 
American society and, increasingly, its 
current politics. In a now more extremely and 
crudely binary America, Christianity is a 
crucial determinant and one from which 
Catholics are not exempt. Catholics represent 
a fifth of all Americans and constitute the 
largest single voting block. Brian Burch, the 
American Ambassador to the Holy See is a 
personal friend of PresideTrump and his " 
Catholic Vote" organisation help to return 
him to the White house. 59% of American 
Catholics backed Trump not least as a result 
of geodata collected from churchgoers’ 
phones by "Catholic Vote". 
 
Prominent Catholics are entrenched in 
President Trump's administration( a third of 
his Cabinet): Vice President JD Vance, 
Secretary of State Mario Rubio and Defence( 
" War" ) Secretary Pete Hesketh, Sean Duffy 
(Secretary of State for Transportation) and 
they are not shy to claim to apply precepts of 
the Catholic faith as they see them to the 
politics of governing America today. Nor can 
they be crudely dismissed with the " Christian 
nationalists" label - who effectively want to 
convert Americans at the point of a sword. 
There are Christian nationalist currents in the 
Maga movement. " Dominionism" is popular 
among Trump supporters-particularly in the 
form of the National Apostolic Reformation 
movement which aims to "reclaim society for 
God and America", leading to a "Gilead" 
version of conversion. 

Please book for the event using the 
Eventbrite link below as places will be 
limited  
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/nonviol
ent-approaches-to-conflict-tickets-
1980457583946 
 
The cost is £10, but if the cost is a barrier 
please get in touch with Carol 
mailto:carol.burns@yahoo.co.uk 

http://www.leedsjp.org.uk/
mailto:enews.jandp@dioceseofleeds.org.uk
https://paxchristi.net/cni
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/nonviolent-approaches-to-conflict-tickets-1980457583946
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/nonviolent-approaches-to-conflict-tickets-1980457583946
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/nonviolent-approaches-to-conflict-tickets-1980457583946
mailto:carol.burns@yahoo.co.uk
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There are also the right-wing institutes, think 
tanks such as the Heritage Foundation led by 
influential Catholic political strategist Kevin 
Roberts. Tech billionaires such as Catholic 
Peter Thiel of Pay Pal and Palantir is a future 
" survivalist who wanted to build a " post-
apocalyptic" bunker in New Zealand and 
proposed " sea steading" - building artificial 
islands for survivors beyond government 
controls. He claimed in the FT that Trump's 
second term heralds" a good apocalypse" 
that will "adjudicate the sins of those who 
govern us today". More recently shock jock 
media hosts and influences such as Tucker 
Carlson and Nick Fuentes no longer speak of 
"Judeo-Christian” values. They dispense with 
the "Judeo" and insist on espousing an 
aggressive Christian nationalism. 
 

 
 
But while Evangelical and the Puritan voice is 
loud in the Republican tradition there are 
also prominent and serious Catholic 
conservative intellectuals. Patrick J Deneen, 
Professor of Political Science at Notre Dame, 
has, since his book " Why Liberalism Failed" 
published in 2018, emerged as the leading 
Catholic conservative intellectual, describing 
himself as "a Common Good conservative" 
rooted in Catholic social teaching. He 
pinpoints the liberal democratic focus on 
"borderlessness" as the core liberal virus 
breaking the interests of American workers ( 

and voters) under a banner of neo-liberal 
economic globalisation. His focus is on family 
and local community, anti-consumerist , anti-
monopoly and protectionist., and critical of 
so called "woke" ideas of race and identity 
politics. 
Closer to home James Orr , Associate 
Professor of Philosophy of Religion at 
Cambridge University has been described by 
Vice President JDVance as his " British 
Sherpa". Professor Orr was appointed a 
senior advisor to Nigel Farage in October 
2025. He chairs the Edmund Burke 
Foundation and holds strong right-wing views 
aiming to "strengthen natural conservative 
principles". He has referred to asylum 
seekers as " invaders" and is a member of the 
Free Speech Union. 
 
In other words, as Rowan Williams notes in 
the New Year edition of the New Statesman 
(12 dec/ 8 Jan) US style " Christian 
nationalism " is slowing infiltrating the far 
right here through insistence on "Christian 
identity” as a condition of citizenship.  
 
The idea that society should be governed by 
explicitly Christian principles — with 
government recognising the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ and basing law on the Ten 
Commandments with penalties for 
non-compliance — shows how once 
unthinkable proposals become normal. 
Topics once considered fringe are now 
pushing mainstream politics toward 
fundamental questions of national identity 
and social cohesion. They require theo-
political and prophetic deep reflection and 
considered compassionate and practical 
responses in detail. 
More on this soon! 
 

  

http://www.leedsjp.org.uk/
mailto:enews.jandp@dioceseofleeds.org.uk
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EVENTS 
 

 
Sun 18 Jan 26 

Peace Sunday 2026 
Across the UK 
Pope Leo has announced the theme – ‘Peace be with you all: Towards an ‘unarmed and 
disarming peace’. As usual, resources to help you celebrate this day in your church 
community are in preparation by Pax Christi and will be available soon (some are already 
available). Check in with their website to receive more information: 
https://paxchristi.org.uk/peace-sunday-2026/ 
 

 
Tue 10 Feb 

Mental Health, Wellbeing and the World of Work 
Online via Zoom 19:00 – 20:30 
Join us for the first of a series of listening spaces we will be holding during 2026 where we 
will hear from those with lived experiences and insight into key issues affecting us today. 
We will have time to listen to those who have experienced mental health challenges and 
understand the challenge of maintaining our wellbeing, particularly in the context of 
modern workplaces.  
 
Add the date to your diary and we’ll be sharing more details including how to book a place 
to join us for this online listening space early in the New Year. 
 

 
Wed 18 Feb 

Ash Wednesday  
Dortmund Square, just off the Headrow in Leeds 12:30 – 13:15 
The Leeds Diocese Pax Christi group are planning an outdoor vigil in Leeds over lunchtime 

as an act of repentance to pray for peace and a conversion of hearts and minds away 
from nuclear war preparations, the destruction caused by nuclear testing and the 
wasted resources that are invested in nuclear weapons and in all weapons. All are 
very welcome to join. 
 

 
Wed 11 Mar 26 

The 2026 Romero Lecture – Save the Date 
Venue to be confirmed 19:00 – 20:30 
Once again we are privileged to host a presentation of the Romero Trust’s annual Romero 
Lecture. In 2026 it will be given by Todd Walatka, Teaching Professor in the Department of 
Theology at Notre Dame University in the USA. He has recently published a book called 
“Words of Life: the Preachings of St Oscar Romero”. 
 

 
Sun 15 Mar 26 

Nonviolent Approaches to conflict – a workshop to explore practical tools 
Quaker Meeting House 188 Woodhouse Lane, Leeds LS2 9Dx 2pm – 6pm 
Pax Christi in the Leeds Diocese are hosting an event with Nicolas Paz, the director of 
Catholic Non Violence Initiative. It will be a participatory workshop on nonviolent conflict 
transformation based on his own experience as mediator and on the reality, interests and 
needs of the participants. Book using this link: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/nonviolent-
approaches-to-conflict-tickets-1980457583946 
 

 
Please forward this email E-News onto anyone else who you think might be interested. Even 
better, get them to send us their email address so we can add them to our contact database. 

http://www.leedsjp.org.uk/
mailto:enews.jandp@dioceseofleeds.org.uk
https://paxchristi.org.uk/peace-sunday-2026/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/nonviolent-approaches-to-conflict-tickets-1980457583946
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/nonviolent-approaches-to-conflict-tickets-1980457583946

